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Sunday  School  Board  pays 
tribute  to  Herschel  Hobbs 


Frank  Win.  White 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Herschel  H.  Sullivan  recounts  how  he  selected  his  50  churches  would  want  copies  of  his 
Hobbs  is  a  man  of  many  words.  former  seminary  classmate  to  begin  commentary.  “It  wound  up  we  were 

The  11,088  pages  of  Bible  study  com-  writing  the  commentary.  mailing  the  notes  out  to  about  250 

mentary  he  has  written  in  more  than  As  pastor  of  First  Church,  churches  every  week,”  he  said, 

two  decades  attest  to  that.  Oklahoma  City,  Hobbs  already  had  The  Sunday  School  Board  publica- 

Hobbs  has  completed  84  quarterly  been  preparing  mimeographed  tion  of  the  commentary  began  with 
issues  with  1,092  lessons  as  writer  of  materials  for  his  own  Sunday  School  the  October-November-December 

Studying  Adult  Life  and  Work  teachers.  1968  edition.  Sales  now  are  ap- 

Lessons,  a  quarterly  Sunday  School  Many  people  from  other  churches  preaching  100,000  copies  per  quarter, 
lesson  commentary  in  the  Life  and  were  requesting  copies  of  the  Hobbs  is  “an  unselfish  pastor  who 
Work  Series  published  by  the  material.  gave  up  his  own  idea  so  he  could  have 

Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School  Hobbs  said  he  thought  perhaps  25  to  a  larger  ministry”  through  the  Sun- 
Board’s  Sunday  School  division.  day  School  Board,  said  President 

That  work  alone  makes  him  Lloyd  Elder, 

perhaps  the  most  widely  published  In  the  Adult  Leadership  feature, 

writer  of  Sunday  School  Board  Hobbs  says  Southern  Baptists  must 

material.  But  the  well-known  "get  back  to  those  rockribbed  basics. 

Southern  Baptist  statesman  also  has  They  work.” 

written  more  than  124  books  and  other  Hobbs  told  Dodge  he  never  has  been 

materials.  pessimistic  about  the  Southern  Bap- 

The  board  will  pay  tribute  to  Hobbs  tist  Convention  Commenting  on  the 

with  the  July-August-September  issue  10-year  controversy  in  the  SBC.  Hobbs 

of  Studying  Adult  Life  and  Work  said,  “We  re  going  to  come  out  of  this 

lessons.  thing  better  than  we  were  when  we 

That  issue  completes  21  consecutive  went  in.” 

years  of  the  commentary  with  Hobbs  Hobbs,  who  chaired  the  committee 

only  writer.  that  wrote  the  Baptist  Faith  and 

The  board  also  is  noting  Hobbs'  60  Message  statement  adopted  by  the 

years  as  a  minister  and  his  82nd  SBC  in  1963,  also  was  a  member  of  the 

birthday.  SBC  Peace  Committee  that  reviewed 

In  addition  to  the  commemorative  the  convention  controversy, 

issue  of  Hobbs'  commentary,  the  story  Hobbs  has  no  plans  to  from 

of  the  June  issue  of  Adult  Leadership  the  ministry  and  has  speaking 

magazine  tribute  to  Hobbs  by  engagements  scheduled  through  1990. 

Editor  Richard  Dodge  Dodge 

In  a  separate  tribute,  retired  Sun-  White  writes  for  the  Sunday  School 

day  School  Board  President  James  L.  Board. 


“Families  practicing  God’s  love" 

BRENTWOOD,  Tenn.  —  “Families  Practicing  God's  Love"  is  the  theme  of  the  1989 
Christian  Home  Emphasis,  which  many  churches  will  observe  during  the  six  weeks 
between  Mother’s  Day  and  Father's  Day.  Paul  Plummer,  a  teacher  of  four  year  olds 
at  Brentwood  (Tenn.)  Baptist  Church  talks  with  Emmy  Duncan  (center)  and  Caryn 
Caldwell  in  the  home  living  area  of  the  Sunday  set-  nl  class  as  the  girls  learn  about 
bathing  a  baby.  Christian  Home  Emphasis  is  spon  i  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board’s  family  ministry  department  ’hoto  by  Jim  Veneman 


Gaza  missionaries  emphasize 6 6 call  of  love” 


ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.  (BP)  -  Mis¬ 
sionaries  Carl  and  Penny  Allen  say  their 
Southern  Baptist  co-workers  in  Gaza  have  gone 
above  the  call  of  duty  to  fulfill  Christ’s  call  of 
love. 

The  Allens,  medical  missionaries  to  Gaza  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board,  are  furloughing  in  Albuquerque, 
N.M.  “Every  one  of  the  missionaries  in  Gaza 
has  gone  above  the  call  of  duty,”  says  Mrs. 
Allen,  a  medical  technologist.  ‘They’re  living 
at  the  edge  of  that  challenge  of  Jesus’  call  of 
love.” 

Southern  Baptists  in  Gaza  work  through  the 
Baptist  School  of  Allied  Health  Sciences,  Gaza 
Baptist  Church  and  the  Center  of  Culture  and 
Light,  a  lending  library.  Their  work  is  done 
against  a  backdrop  of  rock-throwing,  bombings 
and  deaths  stemming  from  the  conflict  between 
Israelis  and  Palestinians. 

“The  situation  is  so  difficult  and  so  stressful 
that  without  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  it  would  not 
be  possible  for  missionaries  to  live  there,”  Mrs. 
Allen  says. 

The  Allens  brought  back  a  small  rock,  about 
one  inch  by  one-half  inch,  with  “Gaza  5-19-88” 
written  in  black  ink  on  it.  It  was  propelled 
toward  their  car  by  a  Palestinian  youth’s 
slingshot. 

It  is  one  of  dozens  of  rocks  thrown  at  the 
Allens’  car  and  house.  Rock-throwing  is  com¬ 
mon  in  Gaza,  they  say.  Yet  neither  the  Allens 
nor  any  other  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
have  been  injured  by  rocks. 

During  labor  strikes  and  military-enforced 


By  Mark 

curfews,  missionaries  often  remain  in  their 
homes  for  days  at  a  time,  they  say.  During  the 
last  18  months  before  furlough,  the  Allens 
estimate,  they  stayed  indoors  for  the  equivalent 
of  three  months. 

Frustration  such  events  create  finds  no 
outlet,  Allen,  a  nurse,  says:  “There’s  no  com¬ 
plaint  department  in  Gaza.  There’s  no  one  you 
can  go  scream  and  shake  your  fist  at.  The 
enemy  is  faceless.” 

“010*  missionaries  struggle  and  they  hurt  and 
they  cry  and  they  sometimes  wonder  what 
they’re  doing  there,”  Mrs.  Allen  says.  “We 
struggled  every  day.” 

Cards  and  letters  from  Christians  in  the 
United  States  kept  them  going,  she  says:  “I 
know  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  the 
prayers  of  Southern  Baptists  make  it  possible 
for  missionaries  to  be  there. 

“We  often  have  a  misconception  that  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  spiritual  giants.  But  it’s  not  the 
missionaries  that  are  special;  it’s  God  that’s 
special.” 

Living  under  these  conditions  “drives  you  to 
the  Lord,”  she  says.  “You  must  depend  on  him 
every  day  for  everything. 

‘There  was  an  abiding  assurance  daily  that 
I  was  where  God  wanted  me  to  be.  The  work 
God  has  done  in  Penny  Allen  is  incredible,  life¬ 
changing.” 

Despite  the  difficult  situation,  missionaries 
must  work  in  Gaza,  she  notes:  “Without  Chris¬ 
tians  there,  Gaza  would  be  in  utter  darkness. 
But  as  long  as  there  are  Christians  there,  there 
is  a  glimmer  of  hope. 


Wingfield 

“I  may  never  see  it  with  my  own  eyes,  but  I 
believe  things  are  different  there  because  of  the 
missionaries  who  have  gone.  Wherever  Chris¬ 
tians  have  walked,  Jesus  has  walked.” 

“We  often  have  a  misconception 
that  missionaries  are  spiritual  giants. 
But  it’s  not  the  missionaries  that  are 
special;  it’s  God  that’s  special.” 

The  Allens  admit  they  sometimes  got 
depressed  or  angry  when  they  received 
newsletters  from  other  missionaries  reporting 
hundreds  of  professions  of  faith.  “We  see  very 
little  results  of  anything  we  do,”  Allen  explains. 

Allen  says  he  was  able  to  formally  disciple 
only  one  person  and  that  lasted  just  one  month, 
until  the  man’s  family  discovered  he  was  going 
to  the  house  of  a  Christian. 

But  beyond  that,  the  Baptist  missionaries  in¬ 
fluence  the  medical  students  and  patients 
through  their  lifestyle,  he  says,  noting, 
“Lifestyle  is  our  strongest  witness  there.” 

This  influence  is  illustrated  in  a  series  of 
events  that  happened  at  the  medical  complex, 
Mrs.  Allen  points  out. 

One  of  the  missionaries  had  used  Valentine's 
Day  as  a  means  to  teach  the  medical  students 
about  love.  Although  Valentine’s  Day  isn't 
observed  in  the  Middle  East,  the  students  got 
so  excited  they  made  Valentines  with  verses 
from  1  Corinthians  13  and  hung  them  all  over 
the  hospital,  she  recounts. 

Soon  afterward,  a  man  accused  of  being  a  spy 


was  beaten  and  cut  up  and  thrown  over  the 
15-foot  wall  of  the  hospital  compound,  left  for 
dead. 

Because  of  a  tremendous  hatred  for  spies  and 
intense  fear  of  being  seen  as  a  spy-supporter, 
none  of  the  students  wanted  to  go  near  the  man, 
even  though  he  was  gasping  for  life. 

Finally,  some  of  the  missionaries  got  a 
gurney,  put  the  man  on  it  and  wheeled  him  in¬ 
to  the  hospital.  Students  stood  awestruck,  beg¬ 
ging  the  missionaries  not  to  help  a  man  they 
considered  a  traitor,  she  says. 

The  missionary  who  had  taught  the  lesson  on 
Valentine's  Day  quickly  drew  a  parallel  bet¬ 
ween  the  love  of  1  Corinthians  13  and  the  situa¬ 
tion.  “I  do  not  like  what  this  man  has  done.  I 
detest  what  this  man  has  done,”  the  missionary 
said.  “But  we  must  help  him  because  God  loves 
this  man.” 

With  that  lesson,  the  injured  man  was 
stabilized  at  the  hospital  and  sent  elsewhere  for 
further  treatment. 

Career  missionaries  and  volunteers  are  the 
key  to  keeping  the  Gaza  ministry  going,  the 
Allens  say.  Currently,  needs  exist  for  a  general 
evangelist,  a  teacher  of  missionary  children, 
and  clinical,  medical  surgical,  and  obstetric 
nurse  educators. 

“Just  because  Gaza  is  in  turmoil  doesn't 
mean  God  can’t  call  people  there,”  Mrs.  Mien 
says.  “Living  in  Gaza,  even  though  it  is  difficult, 
is  far  better  than  living  somewhere  else  in 
disobedience  to  God.”- 

Mark  Wingfield  writes  for  the  Bl*  Atlanta 
bureau. 
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Editorials  V;  *.  by  Don  McGregor 


June’s  emphases 


June  launches  three  major  times  of 
emphasis  among  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists.  Two  of  those  emphases  are  na¬ 
tionwide.  One  is  for  Mississippi  only. 

It  is  the  Mississippi  emphasis  that 
we  are  most  directly  related  to,  for  it 
is  Baptist  Record  Day  in  the  churches 
on  June  4. 

Baptist  Record 

The  Baptist  Record  has  been  in 
operation  for  112  years,  and  it  goes  into 
homes  all  across  the  state  and 
throughout  the  nation  every  week,  but 
not  very  much  is  ever  said  about  it  by 
way  of  promotion.  This  is  the  time  to 
ask  that  pastors  throughout  the  state 
take  a  moment  in  their  services  on 
June  4  to  point  out  the  ministry  of  the 
Baptist  Record. 

This  is  also  a  good  time  to  call  at¬ 
tention  to  the  fact  that  all  of  the 
association  offices  have  video  tapes  of 
the  Baptist  Record  ministry,  and  they 
are  available  for  loan  free  of  charge. 
The  tapes  promote  readership  and 
point  out  that  the  Baptist  Record  is 
especially  tuned  to  reporting  what  is 
going  on  in  local  churches  all  across 
the  state.  It  is  about  16  minutes  in 
length,  so  it  can  be  viewed  in  a  very 
comfortable  time  frame 

The  Baptist  Record’s  ministry  is 
one  of  information.  Baptists  are  a 
democratic  people,  and  they  must 
have  information  in  order  to  make 
decisions.  The  Baptist  Record  also 


provides  information  concerning  the 
work  of  the  denomination  in  order 
that  members  of  churches  may  par¬ 
ticipate  and  strengthen  the  work  of 
the  churches. 

The  Baptist  Record  has  maintain¬ 
ed  a  record  of  the  trauma  among 
Southern  Baptists,  not  because  it  was 
a  desirable  thing  to  do  but  because  it 
had  to  be  done.  Information  concern¬ 
ing  Southern  Baptists  cannot 
reasonably  be  hidden  from  Southern 
Baptists.  It  is  not  a  pleasant  concept 
always,  but  it  is  a  necessary  opera¬ 
tional  concern. 

In  addition  to  those  matters  of  infor¬ 
mation  we  have  a  very  popular  col¬ 
umn  by  Anne  McWilliams,  a  35-year 
employee  of  the  paper,  in  which  she 
provides  homey  information  about 
Mississippians  and  others  of  interest, 
we  have  three  Sunday  School  lesson 
commentaries  each  week,  we  provide 
readers  a  forum  through  letters  to  the 
editor,  and  we  have  a  weekly  devo¬ 
tional  column.  It  is  a  lot  of  material 
for  less  than  15  cents  per  week  and  is 
one  of  the  real  bargains  left  in  the 
world.  Hie  best  way  to  get  all  of  this 
material  out  to  all  of  the  members  of 
the  churches  is  for  the  churches  to  put 
the  Baptist  Record  in  the  budget.  It  is 
only  45  cents  per  week  per  resident 
family  and  keeps  them  well  informed. 

The  front  page  is  available  also  for 
those  churches  so  desiring  to  put  their 


news  and  information  in  the  same 
publication  that  has  all  of  the  other 
material. 

Religious  Liberty 

June  4  is  also  Religious  Liberty  Sun¬ 
day,  and  that  is  a  subject  dear  to  the 
heart  of  every  Baptist.  This  emphasis 
is  promoted  in  Mississippi  by  the 
Christian  Action  Commission  and 
across  the  nation  by  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Affairs. 
.Baptists  were  in  the  forefront  of  the 
%ht  to  obtain  religious  liberty  in  our 
nation.  The  United  States  has  main¬ 
tained  that  banner  throughout  our 
history,  and  now  it  is  becoming  a 
reality  in  many  countries  where  it  was 
not  a  possibility  in  years  past. 

We  have  religious  liberty.  We  must 
guard  it  diligently.  John  Curran  said 
“The  condition  upon  which  God  hath 
given  liberty  is  eternal  vigilance.” 
Religious  liberty  is  always  being 
threatened  by  those  who  have  self- 
serving  interests.  They  will  never  give 
up.  We  must  continue  our 
watchfulness. 

Annuity  Board 

And  the  month  of  June  is  Annuity 
Board  Month  across  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  The  marvelous 
ministry  of  this  board  is  to  provide  the 
vehicle  whereby  churches  and  their 
ministers  are  able  to  provide  for  those 
ministers  in  retirement  years.  In  this 
sense,  the  term  “minister”  would 


refer  to  everyone  who  works  in  a 
church  or  denominational  setting,  for 
the  Annuity  Board  handles  the  retire¬ 
ment  programs  of  all. 

Those  who  are  not  involved  should 
find  a  way  to  become  involved. 
Churches  should  insist  upon  this  in¬ 
volvement  for  their  pastors.  It  is  the 
finest  way  to  know  that  when  a  per¬ 


son  reaches  retirement  time  there 
will  continue  to  be  a  future  that  has 
already  been  provided. 

And  the  Annuity,  Board  is  continu¬ 
ing  to  care  for  those  who  were  not  for¬ 
tunate  enough  to  have  such  a  provi¬ 
sion  through  means  of  endowments. 

It  is  a  needed  ministry  that  is  Ril¬ 
ing  that  need  admirably. 


GOD'S  STAFF  FOR  FREEDOM 


...  THIS  BE  OUR.  MOTTO, 
"IN  GOD  IS  OUR  TRUST/  0 
AND  THE  STAR-SPANGLED 
BANNER  IN  TRIUMPH 
SHALL  WAVE  O'ER  THE 
LAND  OF  THE  FREE  AND 
THE  HOME  OF  THE  BRAVE. 

__  fbaa/c/s  scorr  zsy 


Guest  opinion  .  .  . 

The  anatomy  of  a  successful 

county-wide  crusade 

By  Gus  Merritt 


God’s  hand  in  the  Newton  County 
Evangelistic  Crusade  was  evident 
from  the  very  beginning.  The  seed 
was  first  sewn  about  eight  years  ago 
when  Dr.  Charles  Melton,  director  of 
missions,  shared  his  desire  for  a 
county-wide  crusade  At  that  time,  I 
was  the  director  of  evangelism  for  the 
association.  Dr.  Melton’s  inspiration, 
leadership,  and  encouragement  was  a 
motivating  force  which  kept  the 
crusade  alive. 

Approximately  three  years  ago  the 
pastors  and  Dr.  Mdlton  began  plann¬ 
ing  in  earnest.  The  pastors  were  in¬ 
vited  to  Clarke-Venable  Baptist 
Church,  Decatur,  for  a  meeting  to 
discuss  plans  for  the  crusade.  Those 
pastors  present  were  asked  to  write 
down  the  names  of  five  men  they 
would  like  to  have  conduct  the 
crusade  When  the  lists  were  com¬ 
pleted,  Dr.  Fred  Wolfe’s  name  was  at 
the  top  of  the  lists  with  one  exception. 
One  list  had  his  name  second.  We 
were  convinced  he  was  God’s  man!  He 
is  pastor  of  the  Cottage  Hill  Baptist 
Church,  Mobile,  Alabama,  where  he 
has  been  pastor  for  17  years. 

The  confirmation  of  God’s  leader¬ 
ship  came  when  Dr.  Wolfe  was  asked 
to  come  and  lead  the  crusade  for  the 
dates  of  April  30  through  May  5, 1989. 
Dr.  Wolfe  came  to  meet  with  the 


pastors  twice  before  the  crusade.  The 
steering  committee  was  selected  con¬ 
sisting  of  12  people.  I  was  asked  to 
serve  as  chairman.  Serving  along 
with  me  were  pastors  and  lay-people. 
They  were  as  follows:  Wayne  Camp¬ 
bell,  Ed  Knox,  Jimmy  McDill,  Terrell 
Suggs,  Jack  Bynum,  Paul  Sizemore, 
Clinton  Russell,  Frank  Harmon,  Ran¬ 
dy  Cuchens,  Carolyn  Gordy,  and  Ken¬ 
neth  Chaney.  There  was  never  a  bet¬ 
ter  spirit  of  cooperation  and  excite¬ 
ment  as  we  met  and  planned  the 
crusade. 

The  place  for  the  crusade  was  ob¬ 
tained  at  East  Central  Community 
College  in  Decatur.  Dr.  Eddie  Smith, 
president  of  East  Central,  was  most 
cooperative  The  football  stadium  was 
the  primary  meeting  place  with  the 
Hugg  Auditorium  as  the  alternate 
meeting  place  in  the  event  of  rain. 
Decatur  is  the  most  central  location 
in  the  county.  The  stadium  seats  about 
3,000  and  the  Huff  Auditorium  seats 
just  over  1,000. 

The  rally  night  was  scheduled  for 
Monday  night,  February  13,  at  7  p.m. 
We  knew  for  sure  at  the  time  God  was 
going  to  bless  in  a  special  way.  Ap¬ 
proximately  550  people  were  in  atten¬ 
dance  in  the  Huff  Auditorium.  The 
participating  churches  were  greatly 
encouraged,  and  all  the  money  need¬ 


ed  for  the  total  expenses  of  the 
crusade  was  met.  No  offerings  were 
taken  during  the  week  of  the  crusade! 
This  was  the  desire  of  the  evangelists 
and  the  steering  committee. 

Under  the  preaching  of  Dr.  Wolfe 
and  the  music  leadership  of  Brother 
Ed  Keyes,  minister  of  music.  Cottage 
Hill  Baptist  Church,  souls  were  sav¬ 
ed  each  night  and  manay  other  com¬ 
mitments  made.  There  was  a  total  of 
139  decisions  made.  Seventy-six  of 
these  were  by  profession  of  faith  and 
baptism.  Many  of  these  have  already 
united  with  the  local  church.  The  at¬ 
tendance  averaged  2,000  each  night. 
The  lowest  attendance  was  on  Thurs¬ 
day  night.  We  met  that  night  in  Huff 
Auditorium  because  of  rain.  There 
were  approximately  900  in  atten¬ 
dance  The  highest  attendance  was  on 
Friday  night  with  approximately 
2,500.  Sheldon  Gooch  shared  his 
testimony  and  sang  two  specials.  This 
was  the  night  of  the  most  decisions. 

The  real  success  of  the  crusade  was 
the  unified  prevailing  prayers  of  the 
churches  and  leaders. 

Personally,  I  would  encourage  more 
associations  to  make  use  of  the 
county-wide  crusade. 

Gus  Merritt  is  pastor  of  Clarke 
Venable  Church,  Decatur. 


Baptist  Beliefs  .  .  . 

Security  of  the 

Believer  (III) 

By  Herschel  H.  Hobbs 


“For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he 
gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that 
whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not 
perish,  but  have  everlasting  life."  — 
John  3:16 

Having  looked  at  the  negatiave 
aspect  of  the  matter,  let  us  examine 
the  positive  side.  Little  needs  to  be 
said  about  John  3:16.  For  reading  it 
says  it  all.  Suffice  it  to  note 
“everlasting  live”  or  “age-abiding 
life”  If  it  does  not  last  forever  it  is  not 
everlasting.  This  is  not  a  life  receiv¬ 
ed  at  death  to  last  in  eternity.  It  is  a 
quality  of  life  the  believer  receives 
here  and  now  and  which  abides  in 
eternity. 

Read  John  5:24.  With  the  exception 
of  “is  passed,”  all  other  verbs  in  this 
verse  are  present  tenses.  “Shall 
come”  is  a  present  tense  with  a  future 
effect 

Now  read  John  10:28-29.  “Shall 
never  perish"  has  a  strong  double 
negative  (ou  me),  “most  certainly  will 
not  perish.”  “Perish”  (apolontai)  is 
akin  to  “Apollyon,”  one  name  for  the 
devil.  ‘Pluck”  means  “snatch.”  No 
one  (man,  thing,  or  devil)  shall  be 
able  to  snatch  the  believer  from  the 


hand  of  either  the  Son  or  the  Father. 

Read  Ephesians  2:8-10.  Your  salva¬ 
tion  does  not  depend  upon  what  you 
do,  but  upon  what  God  in  Christ  has 
already  done  for  you.  The  dual  use  of 
“Of”  (ex)  denotes  source  In  both  uses 
it  is  preceded  by  the  strong  negative 
ouk.  Most  certainly  the  source  of  your 
salvation  is  not  yourself  or  your 
works.  Good  works  are  the  fruit,  not 
the  root  It  is  God’s  gift.  “Grace” 
(charis,  v.  8)  means  a  gift.  God’s 
grace  flows  into  your  life  through  the 
channel  of  your  with.  “Are  ye  saved” 
means  you  are  saved  by  another,  God. 
“Saved”  is  a  perfect  tense  expressing 
a  finished  work.  So  the  permanence 
of  your  salvation  depends  upon  what 
God  in  Christ  has  already  done  for 
you. 

Colossians  3:2  reads,  literally,  “For 
ye  died,  and  your  salvation  life  is  hid 
with  Christ  in  God.”  “Is  hid”  has  in  it 
the  idea  of  a  lock.  Once  you  believe  in 
Christ,  your  soul  is  protected  by  a  dou¬ 
ble  lock.  One  is  “with  Christ.”  The 
other  is  “in  God."  And  no  hellish 
burglar  can  break  that  combination! 

Herschel  Hobbs  is  pastor  emeritus 
of  First  Church,  Oklahoma  City. 
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Carlin  takes  associate 


BSU  position  at  Ole  Miss 


Scott  Carlin  is  the  new  associate 
Baptist  Student  Union  director  at  Ole 
Miss,  beginning  June  15. 

An  employee  of 
the  Mississippi 
|  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  Carlin  will 
|  work  for  Keith 
Cating,  BSU  direc¬ 
tor  at  the  Oxford 
|  school. 

He  comes  to 
lississippi  from 
|  Dallas  where  he 
was  BSU  director 
of  Mountain  View 
a  student  at 
Southwestern  Seminary  where  he  has 
just  earned  a  master  of  divinity 
degree. 


Carlin 

College  while 


Carlin  is  a  graduate  of  William 
Carey  College  and  was  a  student  sum¬ 
mer  missionary  in  Hawaii  in  1963.  His 
parents,  Gerald  and  Mary  Lou  Carlin, 
were  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in 
Ghana,  West  Africa.  His  father  is 
pastor  of  Cornerstone  Mission  in 
Hattiesburg 

He  served  as  a  summer  missionary 
in  Hawaii  and  has  made  several 
basketball,  mission  trips  including  to 
Paraguay  and  to  Mexico.  He  has  also 
worked  as  an  employee  of  the 
Mississippi  Employment  Security 
Commission. 

Carlin  is  married  to  Suzanne 
O’Quinn  Carlin,  a  native  of  Graceville, 
Fla. 


China’s  Christian  leaders 
back  student  protests 

By  Erich  Bridges 


NANJING,  China  (BP)  -  China’s 
Protestant  leaders  have  thrown  their 
support  behind  the  thousands  of 
students  and  other  citizens 
demonstrating  for  democracy  on  the 
streets  of  the  nation. 

A  statement  praising  the  students 
was  released  May  23  by  Bishop  Ding 
Guangxun  (K.H.  Ting),  head  of  the 
China  Christian  Council  and  the 
Three-Self  Patriotic  Movement, 
Chinese  Protestants’  two  represen¬ 
tative  bodies. 

“We  wholeheartedly  affirm  the  stu¬ 
dent  demonstrations  in  Beijing, 
Shanghai  and  other  cities  in  recent 
days,”  said  the  statement,  dated  May 
18. 

‘The  hunger  strikes  are  a  patriotic 
activity.  Their  demands  arise  from  a 
feeling  of  patriotism. 

“We  sincerely  hope  and  call  upon 
the  top-level  leaders  of  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  Chinese  Communist 
Party  and  the  State  Council  to  carry 
on  a  dialogue  with  the  students  as 
soon  as  possible” 

Ding  added  a  personal  statement 
specifically  supporting  the  participa¬ 
tion  of  Chinese  Christians  in  the 
historic  call  for  democracy. 

Students  from  the  national  Protes¬ 
tant  seminary  in  Nanjing  have  taken 


to  the  streets  daily  with  tens  of 
thousands  of  other  Nanjing  citizens 
demanding  new  freedoms. 

“I  am  glad  that  Christians  are  mak¬ 
ing  their  presence  felt  in  these 
demonstrations,”  Ding  said.  “I  am 
very  glad  the  students  in  the  Nanjing 
Theological  Seminary  are  taking  an 
active  part.  They  not  only  join  the 
demonstrations  but  also  try  to  serve 
their  fellow  students  by  sending  them 
drinking  water  and  bread.  I  unders¬ 
tand  the  Christians  of  Beijing  are  also 
playing  an  active  role.” 

Long  recognized  as  China’s  top  Pro¬ 
testant  leader,  Ding  also  commands 
influence  in  political  circles.  He  was 
elected  last  year  as  a  vice  president 
of  the  National  People’s  Congress,  a 
broad-based  official  body  that  advises 
government  leaders. 

Ding  joined  some  40  other  members 
of  the  congress’  standing  committee 
in  calling  for  an  emergency  meeting 
to  discuss  the  crisis  “so  that  the 
democratic  process  could  be 
facilitated  and  bloodshed  avoided,”  he 
said. 

Ding’s  statement  immediately  was 
backed  by  the  Amity  Foundation,  the 
Protestant-sponsored  social  service 
organization  that  earlier  had  urged 
>  (Continued  on  page  4) 
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Noonkester  announces 
retirement  from  Carey 


The  tenure  of  one  of  the  longest- 
seated  American  college  presidents 
ends  June  10  when  J.  Ralph 
Noonkester  of  William  Carey  College, 
Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  retires. 

Noonkester,  who  will  be  65  that  day, 
retires  after  33  years  as  president  of 
the  1,300  full  time  student  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist-affiliated  college.  He 
became  president  at  age  32  in  1956 
after  four  years  there  as  professor  of 
Bible  and  then  as  dean. 

He  made  the  announcement  at  a 
brief  press  conference  on  May  25  after 
telling  faculty  on  campus  that  morn¬ 
ing.  He  had  notified  Joseph  Dale, 
trustee  chairman,  on  May  23  of  his  in¬ 
tention  to  make  a  public  announce¬ 
ment  on  June  8,  but,  he  told  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Record  that  pressures  from  the 
media  led  him  to  release  the  an¬ 
nouncement  early. 

The  college  operates  in  Hattiesburg 
and  Gulfport,  with  a  nursing  program 
in  New  Orleans. 

A  retirement  dinner  for  Noonkester 
will  be  combined  with  the  Annual 
Fund  Drive  banquet  on  June  8  in 
Hattiesburg. 

The  retirement  ends  a  year  of  con¬ 
troversy  for  Noonkester  who  was  ac¬ 
cused  by  a  minority  of  trustees  of 
fiscal  and  administrative  mismanage¬ 
ment.  Those  accusations  were  being 
officially  investigated  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Education  Com¬ 
mission  which  divides  state  Baptist 
funds  among  Mississippi  Baptist 
colleges. 

Accusations  centered  around 
budget  woes  including  the  spending  of 
endowment  monies  and  a  deficit  ap¬ 
proaching  $1  million.  Last  fall  the 
trustee  minority  attempted  to  have 
Noonkester  retired  as  of  June  10,  but 


By  Tim  Nicholas 
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J.  Ralph  Noonkester 


that  action  was  reversed  at  the  next 
meeting  by  the  majority  of  trustees. 

In  a  preliminary  report  in  May,  the 
Commission  recommended  hiring  so¬ 
meone  to  handle  all  school  finances. 
The  trustees  unanimously  concurred 
and  hired  James  Edwards  who  had 
been  a  member  of  the  study  team  put 
together  by  the  Education  Commis¬ 
sion.  Edwards  is  a  former  financial  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  Radio  and  Television  Com¬ 
mission  and  of  Union  University  in 
Jackson,  Term. 


The  final  report  of  the  commission 
was  to  have  been  made  May  25,  the 
day  Noonkester  announced  his  retire¬ 
ment,  but  several  trustees  were 
unavailable  to  meet.  The  report  is  to 
be  made  in  the  near  future. 

Noonkester ’s  brief  retirement  state¬ 
ment  read  at  a  press  conference  refer¬ 
red  to  the  controversy.  ‘The  revolution 
is  over,”  he  said. 

He  added,  “. . .  I  expect  our  school 
to  return  to  being  an  educational  in¬ 
stitution.  Even  our  critics  may  agree 
that  Carey  College  has  been  punish¬ 
ed  enough.” 

Dale,  a  Prentiss  layman,  was 
unavailable  for  comment  concerning 
search  committee  plans. 

The  retirement  dinner  will  take 
place  at  the  Hattiesburg  Coca  Cola 
company’s  banquet  room  at  7  p.m., 
June  8.  Tickets  are  $12.50  per  person. 
For  details,  contact  the  Hattiesburg  or 
Gulfport  Carey  campus  or  write 
Retirement  Dinner,  Box  1,  William 
Carey  College,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39401. 

The  full  text  of  Noonkester’s  retire¬ 
ment  announcement  follows. 

“Today  I  announce  my  retirement 
from  the  presidency  of  William  Carey 
College  effective  two  weeks  hence, 
June  10,  my  65th  birthday.  The  fund 
raising  dinner  scheduled  for  June  8  as 
a  climax  to  the  1989  Annual  Fund 
Drive  is  actually  my  retirement 
dinner. 

“The  revolution  is  over.  Earlier,  I 
cited  to  you  that  I  have  been  the  real 
issue  all  along  in  this  long  controver¬ 
sy  which  has  continued  at  William 
Carey  College  for  eight  months.  Now 
that  my  retirement  is  to  begin  with 
my  65th  birthday  on  June  10 1  expect 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


FMB  debate  over  Brussels  seminary  continues 
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RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board 
trustees  adopted  a  resolution  May  24 
reaffirming  their  convention’s 
longstanding  commitment  to 
cooperative  missions  but  also 
recognizing  the  autonomy  of  Baptist 
churches  to  engage  in  their  own  mis¬ 
sions  endeavors. 

The  resolution  was  prompted  by 
trustee  Paige  Patterson’s  negotiations 
for  an  evangelical  school  in  Belgium 
and  criticism  of  the  possible  purchase 
from  board  President  R.  Keith  Parks 
and  several  European  Baptist 
leaders. 

Patterson  is  president  of  Criswell 
College,  an  arm  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Dallas.  He  was  elected  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  as  a 
Foreign  Mission  Board  trustee  last 
June. 

(Patterson  was  placed  on  the6late 
of  nominees  for  the  FMB  as  a  TOxas 


By  Art  Tbalston 

representative  after  the  committee  on 
nominations  had  asked  a  previous 
nominee  from  Tfexas,  Joel  Gregory,  to 
step  aside  from  nomination  for  the 
FMB  and  take  a  Home  Mission  Board 
nomination  instead.  Gregory  did  step 
aside  from  FMB  domination  but 
declined  HMB  nomination.  This  was 
done  over  the  protests  of  the  Texas 
members  of  the  committee  on 
nominations. ) 

Patterson  and  Parks,  acknowledg¬ 
ing  the  difference  in  their  views  on 
missions,  outlined  their  concerns  dur¬ 
ing  the  trustees’  meeting  at  the  agen¬ 
cy’s  headquarters  here. 

“We  have  disagreed,  no  question 
about  that,”  Patterson  said.  Even  so, 
he  added,  “We  have  been  able  to  talk 
together  as  Christian  gentlemen 
about  it.” 

Negotiations  between  Criswell  Col¬ 
lege  and  thei.fcnapq^j^ftpubled 
Belgian  Center  for  Bib^aJ<£)ducation 
near  Brussels  remain  “opert-ended,” 


Patterson  told  trustees.  An  agreement 
to  purchase  the  school  is  “highly 
unlikely  as  of  this  moment,”  he  stated. 
“(It)  always  has  been  unlikely.” 

He  has  not  yet  raised  the  $2  million 
necessary  to  purchase  the  school  and 
fund  its  operation  for  one  year  and  a 
$3  million  endowment  to  undergird 
the  school  for  the  future,  he  said. 

The  trustees’  resolution,  drafted  by 
Chairman  C.  Mark  Corts  of  Winston- 
Salem,  N.C.,  and  passed  on  a  voice 
vote  with  no  negative  votes,  affirms 
Southern  Baptists’  cooperative  ap¬ 
proach  to  missions  and  a  belief  in 
church  autonomy  shared  by  a  range 
of  Baptist  groups 

"If  a  seeming  conflict  of  interest  oc¬ 
curs  between  These  two  principles,” 
the  resolution  adds,  “the  current 
board  accepts  the  responsibility  for 
resolving  such  conflict,” 

meeting, 

(Continuedmnpage  5) 
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Promises  of  prayer  support 
among  SBC  presidency  rewards 


(Gilberts  return  to  work 
in  Panama  with  others 


JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (BP)  - 
Southern  Baptists  have  resolved  their 
theological  dispute  and  are  ready  to 
move  forward,  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  President  Jerry  Vines  said. 

"Ib  my  view,  we  have  settled  the 
debate  over  the  nature  of  Scripture.  So 
the  time  is  right  to  move  into  a  new 
era  of  growth  for  our  local  churches," 
he  said. 

Vines,  pastor  of  First  Church  here, 
made  the  comment  in  an  interview 
with  Baptist  Press,  as  he  nears  the 
end  of  his  first  one  year  term  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  denomination.  He  an¬ 
nounced  in  February  he  is  willing  to 
be  nominated  for  a  second  term  when 
the  convention  meets  June  13-15  in  the 
Las  Vegas  (Nev.)  Convention  Center. 

He  said:  “Southern  Baptists  have 
said  in  a  variety  of  ways  that  we  are 
a  people  who  believe  the  Bible  is  the 
word  of  God,  without  error.  The  view 
which  would  question  the  accuracy 
and  complete  authority  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  is  a  pronounced  minority  view 
in  the  SBC.” 

After  he  was  elected  to  the  presiden¬ 
cy  at  the  1988  annual  meeting,  Vines 
said  he  believed  continuing  the 
“theological  correction,”  brought 
about  in  11  years  of  disputation  bet¬ 
ween  conservatives  and  moderates  in 
the  SBC,  is  important 

In  the  1989  internet,  Vines  said  he 
believes  “the  theological  renewal  in 
our  convention  is  underway.  I  am  con¬ 
fident  that  our  administrations  and 
the  boards  of  trustees  of  our  institu¬ 
tions  will  lovingly  monitor  its  pro- 
r  gress  unto  resolution.” 

“Conscious  effort” 

J  I j  i  \ 

Of  his  presidency,  he  said:  “I  have 
made  a  conscious  effort  to  create  an 
atmosphere  where  healing  and  recon¬ 
ciliation  could  occur.  I  have  purpose¬ 
ly  lowered  the  rhetoric,  though  I  have 
not  compromised  my  theological  con¬ 
victions.  I  have  tried  to  avoid  divisive 
or  explosive  statements. 

“This  year,  I  have  seen  signs  that 
many  who  have  differing  convictions 
are  coming  to  an  understanding  that 
these  convictions  can  be  held  not  on¬ 
ly  without  compromise  but  in  a  spirit 
of  kindness  and  acceptance  toward 
one  another.” 

His  appointments  to  four  key  com¬ 
mittees  which  will  serve  during  the 
1989  annual  meeting  in  Las  Vegas, 
“reflect  my  views  on  this  matter,”  he 
said.  “As  I  indicated,  we  have  certain 
parameters  which  are  overwhelming¬ 
ly  accepted  in  Southern  Baptist  life. 
These  parameters  have  to  do  with  the 
nature  of  Scripture. 

“Within  those  parameters  there  is 
splendid  latitude  in  matters  of  inter¬ 
pretation.  I  believe  my  appointments 
this  year,  and,  if  I  am  elected  again, 
my  appointments  next  year  will 
reflect  this  kind  of  openness.” 

Of  his  appointments,  Vines  said  he 
had  “made  every  effort,  within  the 
parameters  I  set  for  myself,  to  include 
as  many  people  as  possible ;  to  name 
people  who  had  never  served  before.” 

In  reviewing  his  year  as  president, 
Vines  said  the  presidency  of  the  SBC 
is  a  “rigorous  job.  I  have  found  there 
are  not  enough  hours  in  the  day  or 
days  in  the  week  to  doeverj'thing  that 
has  needed  to  be  done 

“It  has  been  rigorous  but  rewarding. 
Juggling  the  responsibilities  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  t&e.limpnttoQifllattor  of  a 
large  churd%Ratfbg;husband  and 
father  has  beenqiirte  difficult." 


By  Dan  Martin 

A  big  surprise  was.  the  “volume  of 
.the  work,”  he  said  “I  was  not  prepared 
for  the  volume  of  mail  and  calls.  Just 
handling  the  mail  has  been  a  con¬ 
siderable  assignment.  I  have  made 
every  effort  to  answer  every  letter 
that  has  been  written  to  me  I  have  not 
been  as  successful  in  returning  all  of 
the  telephone  calls  because  time  just 
has  not  permitted  me  to  do  that.” 

He  joked  that  “any  man  who  wants 
to  be  president  of  the  SBC  ought  to 
have  his  head  examined,”  but  then 
added:  “I  hasten  to  say  that  I  can 
identify  with  Thomas  Jefferson’s 
statement  concerning  the  presidency 
of  the  United  States.  He  called  it  a 
‘splendid  misery.’ 

“It  has  been  rigorous,  but  it  also  has 
been  rewarding.  One  of  the  rewards 
has  been  that  almost  daily,  I  have 
received  letters  and  calls  telling  me 
of  prayer  support,  and  that  has  made 
my  impossible  assignment  possible. 

Another  reward  has  been  his  enjoy¬ 
ment  at  “moving  among  our  Southern 
Baptist  people,”  he  noted.  “I  have 
found  them  to  be  a  great  people,  a  lov¬ 
ing  people,  and  a  group  of  committed 
pastors  and  people  who  have  genuine 
desire  to  share  Jesus  with  others.” 

His  year  in  office,  he  said,  “has 
given  me  a  greater  grasp  of  our  work 
because  bring  president  has  given  me 
a  perspective  that  cannot  be  obtain¬ 
ed  any  other  way.  I  have  visited  mo6t 
of  our  major  boards  and  have  seen 
harmony  and  willingness  to  work 
together.  The  people  on  our  boards  do 
their  own  thinking  but  prayerfully 
subjugate  their  own  desires  for  the 
good  of  Christ’s  kingdom  and  our  SBC 
work.  t. 

“I  also  have  been  impressed  with 
the  caliber  of  the  employees  and  their 
dedication  to  their  assignments.  The 
overwhelming  majority  I  have  met 
look  upon  their  assignment  not  mere¬ 
ly  as  a  job  but  as  a  ministry.” 

Vines  said  he  does  not  believe 
“anyone  is  necessarily  entitled  to 
anything”  but  said  he  is  “willing  to 
submit  the  matter  of  a  second  term 
to  the  will  of  the  Lord  and  the  will  of 
the  messengers.  I  will  say  that  if  the 
messengers  favor  me  with  the 
privilege  of  a  second  term,  I  believe 
I  can  be  a  better  and  more  effective 
president  during  a  second  term 
because  of  the  experience  gained  in 
the  first  term.” 

If  messengers  “favor”  him  with  a 
second  term.  Vines,  said  the  emphasis 
of  his  second  term  would  be  “an  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  first  year’s  emphasis, 
personal  evangelism?” 

Second  year 

‘The  second  year  would  reflect  my 
understanding  of  New  Testament 
evangelism,  which  I  understand  to  be 
winning  people  to  Christ  and  then  in¬ 
volving  them  in  a  local  Bible-believing 
church.  Baptizing  them  and  teaching 
them.  In  my  second  year,  I  would  em¬ 
phasize  building  soulwinning  chur¬ 
ches,  and  I  would  like  to  lead  our  con¬ 
vention  to  a  renewed  emphasis  on 
church  growth. 

‘The  time  is  right.  We  have  settled 
the  debate  over  the  nature  of  Scrip¬ 
ture.  Now  it  is  time  to  move  into  a  new 
era  of  growth  in  our  local  churches. 
We  may  very  well  be  on  the  verge  of 
the  greatest  years  of  growth  jn  the 
local  churches  thal  wenave,ever  ex- 
perien<*§®*?rcS  V  * 

V is  optimistic  about  the 
future  of  traaouthem  Baptist  Conven¬ 


tion:  “While  I  believe  we  should  be 
realistic,  I  believe  we  have  every 
reason  to  be  optimistic.  I  am  op¬ 
timistic  because  baptisms  are  up. 
They  are  not  up  as  much  as  they 
should  be,  but  I  am  thankful  for  any 
trend  upward. 

“I  read  with  gratitude  that  our 
foreign  mission  offering  is  up.  Our 
mission  programs  are  safe  and 
strong.” 

He  affirmed  changes  in  the 
budgeting  process  of  the  SBC,  which 
moves  from  a  goal-oriented  budget  to 
a  performance  oriented  budget.  ‘We 
had  to  face  reality  in  that  we  have  not 
made  our  goal  for  several  years  and 
it  is  unrealistic  to  continue  to  increase 
the  budget  on  a  goal  orientation  when 
the  funds  are  not  there.  We  are  now  in 
more  realistic  budgeting. 

“Now  that  this  has  been  done,  we 
will  be  in  a  position  to  increase  every 
year.” 

Vines  said  in  the  seven  years  he  has 
been  pastor  of  the  Jacksonville 
church,  the  congregation  has  increas¬ 
ed  gifts  to  the  denomination’s  unified 
budget,  the  Cooperative  Program,  by 
more  than  250  percent. 

Figures  indicate  the  church  gave 
$200,141  in  1987;  $250,141  in  1988;  and 
Vines  said  it  will  be  more  than 
$300,000  this  year.  “We  have  been  in¬ 
creasing  significantly  every  year,”  he 
said. 

“Conservative  churches  are  going 
to  increase  giving,”  he  said.  “From 
the  personal  perspective  of  the  church 
Which  I  sei*ve,  I  think  we  have  I  would 
never  say  we  are  where  we  ought  to 
be,  but  at  least  the  direction  in  which 
we  are  moving  is  toward  increased 
support.”-"  lover 

As  he  concluded  the  interview, 
Vines  said:  “I  want  to  thank  Southern 
Baptists  for  the  privilege  and  honor 
to  be  their  president  this  year.  I  would 
ask  that  all  Southern  Baptists  join  me 
in  prayer  for  a  harmonious  convention 
in  Las  Vegas  as  we  prepare  to  do  what 
Southern  Baptists  do  best:  telling  the 
old,  old  story  of  Jesus  and  his  love.” 

Dan  Martin  is  BP  news  editor. 


China  leaders 
back  students 

(Continued  from  page  3) 
government  and  Communist  leaders 
to  negotiate  with  the  students. 

The  bishop  also  thanked  the  people 
of  Hong  Kong  for  their  “patriotic  ac¬ 
tion”  in  support  of  democracy  in 
China  and  asked  world  Christians  to 
“remember  us  in  their  prayers.” 

Up  to  one  million  Hong  Kong 
residents  —  one-sixth  of  the  colony’s 
population  —  marched  May  21  in 
solidarity  with  Chinese 
demonstrators.  About  10,000  Hong 
Kong  Christians  met  for  prayer  before 
'  joining  the  rally,  reportedly  the 
largest  in  Hong  Kong's  history. 

“God  needs  a  courageous  Chinese 
church  to  stand  up  for  the  Chinese 
people,”  Hong  Kong  Baptist  pastor 
Gandhi  Kwong  told  his  congregation. 

“Tbdays  Beijing  is  tomorrow’s 
Hong  Kong.” 

Hong  Kong  is  scheduled  to  revert 
from  British  todunese  rule  in  1997. 

Erich  >B*idgedaai4»<t4«r  the  Rich¬ 
mond  bhrqa^  aftlhqprtit  Fress. 


PANAMA  CITY  (BP)  -  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  in  Panama,  after 
meeting  in  late  May  to  assess  the  na¬ 
tional  situation,  have  advised  co¬ 
workers  currently  out  of  the  country 
to  return.  Mississippians  James  and 
Dot  Gilbert  returned  to  Panama 
last  Friday  after  a  short  visit  to  family 
members  in  the  States. 

“As  missionaries,  we  must  be 
prepared  to  make  necessary  ad¬ 
justments  to  working  in  a  more  tense 
environment,”  said  mission  Chairman 
Jackie  Cooper. 

Total  gifts  listed 
on  annual  report 

Copies  of  the  1988  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Annual  were  recently 
mailed  to  each  church.  A  mistake  has 
been  made  in  the  column  reporting 
Uie  amount  of  “Undesignated  Gifts” 
in  each  Associational  Summary 
Report  (on  pages  310  through  page 
495).  The  column  actually  shows  the 
“total  gifts”  reported  on  the  churches’ 
Uniform  Church  Letter  rather  than 
“Undesignated  Gifts”  as  the  column 
heading  indicates. 

A  corrected  report  for  each  associa¬ 
tion  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Business  Office  (Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205  —  601-968-3800).  Also  block 
number  124  of  each  church’s  Uniform 
Church  Letter  will  show  the  correct 
amount. 

JNoorikester 

announces 

i-OlL  «*«••  >‘V-  •'QF.rrrr" 

retirement 

(Continued  from  page  3) 
our  school  to  return  to  being  an  educa¬ 
tional  institution.  Even  our  critics 
may  agree  that  Carey  College  has 
been  punished  enough. 

“I  am  grateful  to  our  administra¬ 
tion,  faculty,  and  students  for  endur¬ 
ing  the  most  difficult  times  in  the 
history  of  the  college.  I  also  call  upon 
our  Board  of  Trustees  to  work  as  a 
united  body  in  the  future  to  fulfill  the 
institutional  mission  of  the  college. 

“I  have  only  one  final  word  for  all 
the  constituency  of  William  Carey 
College.  Any  human  institution  has  its 
imperfections.  We  at  Carey  are  no  ex¬ 
ception.  I  am  very  pleased  that  all  of 
the  real  problems  of  the  college  were 
recognized  in  the  Self-Study  report  by 
the  administration,  faculty,  and  staff 
and  that  the  Visiting  Team  from  the 
Southern  Association  of  Colleges 
observed  that  the  Self-Study  had 
already,  ahead  of  their  visit,  recogniz¬ 
ed  these  problems. 

“Now  that  the  revolution  is  over,  I 
expect  that  we  can  return  to  the  task 
of  solving  these  problems  and  to  mak¬ 
ing  William  Carey  College  the  best 
school  it  can  be. 

“I  thank  all  who  have  honored  me 
with  their  unusual  support  during  the 
past  37  years.  Tb  the  Carey  faculty  I 
express  my  deepest  gratitude  for  your 
loyalty  and  professionalism.  I  stayed 
with  you  as  long  as  I  could,  lb  my  sup¬ 
porters  and  contributors  in  the 
Southern  Mississippi  community  I 
say  ‘Thank  you.’  You  have  given 
generously  and  unselfishly  to  help  us 
realize  our  dreams  at  William  Carey 
College.  Finally,  I  say  to  Naomi  and 
my  family  —  you  give  me  a  sense  of 
pride  aMifulfillment  that  some  will 
never  know.”  no- 


“We  do  not  see  an  immediate  solu¬ 
tion  to  the  current  crisis.” 

But  conditions  in  places  where  mis¬ 
sionaries  work  continued  have  return¬ 
ed  to  normalcy,  with  the  exception  of 
several  areas  where  they  have  been 
advised  not  to  return  for  a  time,  they 
said. 

Violence  and  tension  following  the 
disputed  May  7  presidential  election, 
later  nullified  by  the  government,  in¬ 
cluded  the  harassment  of  some 
Americans. 

Several  missionaries  relocated  near 
the  United  States-protected  Canal 
Zone,  and  six  other  missionaries  and 
volunteers,  including  the  Gilberts, 
temporarily  left  the  country. 

In  light  of  the  return  to  relative 
calm,  Cooper  said:  “The  mission  feels 
all  missionaries  can  return  to  the 
field.  Future  ministry  conditions  may 
need  to  be  evaluated  on  the  field.” 

Cooper  did  not  say  how  soon  a 
postponed  partnership  effort  with 
Georgia  Baptist  could  resume.  Some 
Georgians  had  been  scheduled  to 
work  in  Panamanian  churches  in 
May. 


EAGLE  MOTORCOACH,  46 
passenger,  4  speed  manual.  Model 
10  caps  front  and  rear,  new  up¬ 
holstery,  reclining  seats  with  ad¬ 
justable  head  and  foot  rests.  Call 
John-Cline  601/981-6969, 

OAK  CHURCH  PEWS.  We  make 
new  ones  or  do  your  old  pews  need 
a  face-lift?  We  recover  and  pad  old 
pews.  Free  estimate.  1-800-842-9772. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  &  stay  at  Keller’s  Country 
Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more)  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air¬ 
-conditioned  lodging,  swimming,  $8 
tickets,  new  grilled/burger- 
cookout,  and  breakfast  —  ALL  for 
$23  each!  Call  501-253-8418  today! 

YOUTH  DIRECTORS  .™-  Make 
reservations  for  your  group  at  “All 
Night  Skate”  August  4  during  Youth 
Night  in  Jackson.  Lakeland  Skat¬ 
ing  Center,  (601)  932-5323. 

CHRISTIAN  LADIES  —  Need  ex¬ 
tra  money,  job  change,  build  your 
self-esteem?  National  high  fashion 
jewelry  company  expanding  in 
Mississippi.  Full  or  part-time.  For 
details  call  Clyde  or  Nancy  Dear- 
man,  (601)  924-2920  ;  9-8. 

WATER  PARK  RETREAT  — 
Swimming,  giant  waterslides,  putt- 
putt,  paddle  boats,  picnic/camp¬ 
ing.  Grill/tables  provided.  Open 
daily.  Pep’s  Point,  Hwy  49  North, 
Hattiesburg.  Group  rates,  (601) 
582-8461. 

YOUR  FAVORITE  KJV  Bible 
verse  done  up  in  beautiful 
calligraphy,  suitable  for  framing 
or  presentation,  17c  per  word  plus 
$1.75  per  order.  Write  for  free  sam¬ 
ple.  Custom  Calligraphy,  P.  O.  Box 
99,  Scooba,  MS  39358. 

APPLICATIONS  ARE  BEING  ac¬ 
cepted  for  a  full-time  Day 
Care/Kindergarten  Director.  Send 
resume’/salary  requirement  to: 
Search  Committee,  2610  Napoleon 
Avenue,  Pearl,  MS  39208. 


HWY  49  N  Hattiesburg,  MS  582-8461 
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Foreign  Board  nffiitms 
cooperative  missions 


“Invitation” 
is  topic  for 
key  leaders 

“How  to  Give  an  Evangelistic  In- 
vitatian”  is  the  topic  of  a  one  day  Key 
Leadership  Seminar  on  June  27. 

The  seminar  will 
take  place  at  the 
Baptist  Building, 
Mm-  fl  515  Mississippi 

'^P3|  MKMm  Street  «» Jackson, 
|®»~»  ’  "~-m  beginning  at  9:30 
am.,  concluding  at 
3  that  afternoon. 

Leading  the 
JmB 'Jk^.0  seminar  will  be 
■■■■PSlf  Chuck  Kelley, 
associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of 

evangelism  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  and  Guy  Henderson,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Department  of  Evangelism, 
MBCB,  which  sponsors  the  event. 

According  to  Henderson,  the 
seminar  will  “enable  the  pastor  to 
evaluate  the  invitation  ami  know  its 
history,  how  to  make  the  invitation 
clear;  and  know  better  methods  of 
making  an  invitation.” 

Cost  of  the  seminar  is  HO  which  will 
cover  lunch  and  study  materials.  1b 
register,  write  Henderson  at  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205 


Helpers  needed 


(Continued  from  page  3)  Parks  said.  “We  have  had  nothing  but 

Corts  said  he  believes  a  trustee  would  cordial  conversation,”  even  at  times 
be  in  a  conflict  of  interest  if  “a  com-  “joking  and  laughing  together  and  en- 
peting  loyalty  to  another  organization  joying  the  stimulation  of  the  discus- 
or  another  cause”  impaired  his  or  her  sion .” 

ability  “to  make  sound  financial  or  “This  disagreement  has  nothing  to 
policy  decisions  in  the  best  interests  *  do  with  the  controversy  in  the  conven- 
of  Southern  Baptists  and  foreign  mis-  tion,”  Parks  continued.  “This 
sions.”  disagreement  has  nothing  to  do  with 

Patterson  has  not  evidenced  that  whether  either  one  of  us  is  interested 
problem,  Corts  said,  but  acknowledg-  in  evangelizing  Europe  We  both  are” 
ed,  “It  could  appear  to  some  people  Rather,  it  involves  differing  em- 
to  be  a  conflict  of  interest.”  phases  on  “two  valid  Baptist  concepts, 

“I  think  he  has  the  right”  to  explore  basic  principles,”  he  said, 
purchasing  the  school,  Corts  said.  If  Criswell  College  purchases  the 
“and  to  find  ways  to  give  assistance  Belgian  school,  Patterson  assured 
to  European  Baptists  and  trustees  of  “our  total  cooperation.” 
evangelicals.”  Regular  communications  will  be  held 

Patterson,  in  an  interview,  said  he  “not  only  with  this  board  but  also  with 
is  pleased  with  the  resolution,  lb  him,  European  Baptists,”  he  said, 
a  conflict  of  interest  is  proceeding  “It’s  probably  no  secret  that  I’ve 
with  an  action  contrary  to  the  will  of  had  some  real  questions  in  my  mind 
a  majority  of  the  trustees.  about  Ruschlikon  across  the  years,” 

Last  year,  at  one  point  in  the  board’s  Patterson  conceded,  referring  to  the 
study  of  financial  problems  of  the  in-  theological  bent  of  the  faculty.  But  “I 
ternational  Baptist  Theological  have  great  confidence  in  Dr.  John 
Seminary  in  Ruschlikon,  Switzerland,  David  Hopper,”  a  Southern  Baptist 
purchase  of  the  Belgian  school  facili-  missionary  who  did  extensive  work  in 
ty  had  been  considered  as  one  eastern  Europe  before  assuming  the 
alternative  '  -  seminary’s  presidency  in  January 

Patterson  told  trustees  he  was  first  1988. 
approached  by  officials  at  the  Belgian  ‘It  is  not  our  purpose  to ...  be  the 
school  three  and  one-half  ye&rs  ago  opponent  of  Ruschlikon  or  anybody 
and  has  been  in  periodic  negotiations  else  who  loves  Jesus  and  preaches  the 
ever  since  He  suspended  talks  when  gospel,”  Patterson  said, 
he  became  aware  of  the  board’s  op-  Patterson  recounted  that  school  of- 
tions,  be  said,  noting  he  agreed  to  flcials  were  concerned  that  news  of 
resume  them  when  trustees  voted  to  negotiations  with  an  American  in¬ 
transfer  ownership  of  the  Ruschlikon  stitution  would  cause  a  severe  drop  in 
property  to  the  European  Baptist  donations  from  European  supporters, 
Federation.  thus  deepening  their  financial  pro- 

In  seeking  a  balance  between  the  blems,  “which  incidentally  is  what 
principles  of  cooperation  and  has  happened.”  The  schoolh  operating 
autonomy,  the  resolution  assures  “our  deficit  already  stood  at  $145,000  per 
mission  partners  ...  of  our  commit-  year,  he  said, 
ment  to  a  cooperative  approach”  to  After  the  negotiat 
missions,  while  also  upholding  “the  reported,  initially  by  a  D 
autonomy  of  local  churches  in  mission  newspaper,  school  official 
enterprise  and  encouraging  them  to  stipulation  not  to  discuss . 
work  in  consultation  as  appropriate.”  efforts,  Patterson  said.  He  now'  has 
Criswell  College’s  primary  concern  talked  with  Knud  Wumpelmann, 


The  story 
of  the 
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is  now  on 
video  tape. 

Title  — 

“TO  BE  COSnriHTCED*’ 

Length  —  15  minutes  50  seconds 
•informational  •  inspirational  •humorous 
Show  it  in  your  church. 

Free  loan. 

Available  through  your 
associational  office  or 
Broadcast  Services,  MBCB 


Tape  of 
Vestal  sermon 
sent  to  churches 

By  Dan  Martin 

ATLANTA  (BP)  — A  tape  recording 
of  a  sermon  by  Daniel  Vestal  spelling 
out  his  reasons  for  allowing  his 
nomination  for  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  has  been 
mailed  to  36,700  SBC  churches. 

The  sermon,  preached  Sunday 
night,  April  16,  to  the  congregation  of 
Dunwoody  Baptist  Church  in  subur¬ 
ban  Atlanta,  was  mailed  by  the 
church’s  deacons  the  week  of  May 
15-19.  The  cover  letter  was  addressed 
to  “Dear  Fellow  Southern  Baptist” 
and  was  signed  by  31  of  the  the 
deacons  of  the  3,500-member 
congregation. 

In  the  sermon,  Vestal  told  of  “soul 
searching  and  prayer”  which  led  to 
his  decision  to  allow  his  nomination  at 
the  SBC  annual  meeting  in  Las  Vegas, 
Nev.,  June  13-15.  He  will  oppose  in¬ 
cumbent  SBC  President  Jerry  Vines, 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  who  announced  in 
February  his  willingness  to  be 
nominated  for  a  second  term. 

According  to  John  Murillo,  ad¬ 
ministrator  at  the  Dunwoody  church, 
the  mailing  cost  about  $26,800,  in¬ 
cluding  $20,000  for  reproduction  of  the 
tapes,  $800  for  the  labels  and  $3,000 
each  for  printing  and  mailing. 
Volunteers  prepared  the  mailing. 

The  cover  letter  specifies  the  mail¬ 
ing  “is  paid  for  by  individual  private 
contributions  and  Baptists  Commit¬ 
ted  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion.”  Baptists  Committed  was 
organized  last  December,  calling 
itself  a  “centrist”  organization  in  the 
SBC. 

The  mailing  list,  Murillo  said,  was 
,  i  1,  obtained  by  Dunwoody  Associate 

Missions  no  joke  to  comedian  X-'S’K  t£.  £$£ 

36,700  names.  Murillo  said  he  did  not 

MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  sent  the  1969  National  Jerry  Clower  know  where  Fisher  obtained  the  list 
Mississippian  Jerry  Clower,  a  former  Award  to  Kendall  Shuler  of  Mansfield,  or  whether  it  was  the  list  used  for  the 
counselor  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Mo.,  the  High  School  Baptist  Young  mailing  prior  to  the  1968  annual 
Royal  Ambassador  missions  Men*  Missions  Speak  Out  winner.  The  meeting. 

organization,  is  the  featured  speaker  award  was  named  for  Clower  in  1964.  Vestal  said  he  is  “not  the  candidate 
at  thfe  annual  Brotherhood  Breakfast,  Reservations  can  be  made  through  of  Baptists  Committed;  I  don’t  belong 
Wednesday,  June  14,  at  the  Las  Vegas  the  Brotherhood  Commissksi  in  Mem-  to  them.  I  am  not  ashamed  to  be  iden- 
(Nev.)  Hilton  Hotel.  He  also  will  pre-  phis.  Item.  (Continued  on  page  8) 


lifted  their 


WATER  PARK 


It's  The  Place  To  Be!, 

Family  Fun 

Giant  Water  Slides  —  Swimming 

•  Paddle  Boats  •  Putt-Putt  Golf 

•  Picnics  •  Volleyball 

•  Camping  •  Basketball 

•  Game  Room  •  Ping-Pong 


Lifeguard  on  duty 


Special  Group  Rates 

OPEN  DAILY 

SUN.-THURS.  9-6 
FRI.  6  SAT.  9-7 
582-8461 


Highland 
knows  how 
to  love 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 

“This  is  a  church  that  knows  how  to 
love,”  said  the  pastor,  Cliff  Shipp,  on 
a  Sunday  evening  at  Highland, 

Jackson.  “Everyone  has  something  to 
offer  in  the  service  of  the  Lord.” 

Special  Ministries  Department 
members,  in  their  usual  places,  made 
up  at  least  a  third  of  the  congregation, 
more  present  than  from  any  depart¬ 
ment.  “They  are  a  large  part  of  our 
church,”  said  Shipp.  ‘They  have 
something  to  contribute  — 
themselves.” 

‘Thank  you,  God,  for  a  beautiful 
weekend,”  said  Lex  Willis  in  the  offer¬ 
tory  prayer.  Then  he  prayed  for  a 
friend  who  had  hurt  his  hand  and  for 
another  friend  who  needed  to  find  a 
job.  This  was  the  once-a-month  Sun¬ 
day  night  when  the  special  members 
take  an  active  part  in  the  program. 

‘Do,  Lord,  do,  Lord,  oh,  do  remember 
me,”  sang  the  Special  Ministries 
Choir.  Paula  Hudson  and  Tearsea 
Wikes  sang  “Amazing  Grace.”  Kelly 
Jones  sang  “When  the  Roll  Is  Called 
Up  Yonder.” 

Highland  is  an  inner  city  church, 
the  pastor  pointed  out,  that  has  been 
able  to  cross  some  racial  barriers.  In 
a  little  more  than  five  years  the  enroll¬ 
ment  of  the  Special  Ministries  Depart¬ 
ment  has  grown  from  four  to  29.  It  is 
probably  the  largest  such  ministry  in 
Jackson. 

Besides  worship  services,  Highland  Jones.  one  ot  the  special  ministries  members,  made  this  drawing  of  Christ 
provides  a  lot  of  fun  things  for  this 

department.  At  the  Walt  Disney  Ijjjjjfc.’lfljal-  '?■%  -  -  ^  _  f ' 

Icecapades.  David  saw  Snow  White  .  >  .  - 

about  to  bite  the  poisoned  apple  and  |*;8  C"  Cf  ■  ‘  #  ,  „  '  4 'QWIhfc- ® 

shouted,  "  No  White,  don't  bite  the  ap-  lyj:  -  ,  .jy#  .  ,.  ,  /•. ,  S.  ®  ^ 

pie '  and  started  crying  They've  H  1  ll  1  T  -i,,/.  .*  **4,  -  7'\. 

Us-n  to  Timtx'rlawn  Dude  1-Uinch.  tix),  ""*•  'I 

as  well  as  to  a  circus,  the  ballet.  Man-  U&JG  '  ■  rW\:  ‘ ,  "sk"-  i  *'"• - :  r.'"': 

ship  House,  the  old  Capitol,  and  on  a  pK  |§>  1  4 * )  Jr#  v  ‘  "  ‘  ‘  *  '** 

fishing  trip  They  regularly  go  on  pic  I  4L -•<*''  i.  v- A  -  -  ’  a-  ....  TL#$  ' '!&*■-  -'4 

mcs  and  to  the  Metro  Center.  vL*.  ' 

"M>  greatest  satisfaction  is  this."  y  Jf  ■  .  ■'  -  ‘  ,  ff  V  ,,  ‘:J 

said  Fannie  Russell,  director  of  the  P<4jf  '  ”*  '  *,  f  ‘  C*  '  \5C\Jg  '  vn’  J 

department  and  head  nurse  at  & 

Jackson  Recovery  Center  e  "to  see 

their  growth  It's  like  a  shriveled  R®  .  ■  y.  JV 

flower  which  ends  up  as  a  rosebud  " 

She  and  Debbie  Traylor  were  the  ones 

who  began  this  mushrooming  ^  /Hi 

ministry  of  Highland.  '  f» .  ■ 

“All  of  us  workers  love  it!”  said  * jSiiK?* . 

Walter  Pool,  a  helper.  Other  workers 

in  the  department  are  Dott  Burgess.  -VaU 

(the  mFZ 

pastor’s  wife*.  Christine  Stewart.  \N 

(Continued  on  page  8) 

Here  is  a  demonstration  of  the  way  David  killed  Goliath. 


The  special  choir  at  Highland  regularly  sings  on  Sunday  evenings. 


Photos  by  Tim  Nicholas 


Friends  help  each  other  out  at  Highland 


The  members  become  involved  in  discussions,  reciting  Members  discuss  the  Bible  lesson  taught  during  Church  Training  hour  at 
biblical  contents  from  memory.  ‘ 1  Highland. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Church  secretaries 
wear  a  lot  of  hats 


Thursday,  June  I,  1989 
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By  Jim 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  From  the 
first  line  of  ministry  to  the  last  word 
in  explaining  the  whereabouts  of  staff 
members,  church  secretaries  keep  the 
church  wheels  rolling  smoothly,  ac¬ 
cording  to  secretarial  specialists. 

Nearly  700  secretaries  from 
Southern  Baptist  churches,  associa¬ 
tions,  and  state  conventions  met  here 
April  26-29  to  attend  the  fourth  Na¬ 
tional  Conference  for  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Secretaries. 

How  to  balance  responsibilites  and 
take  advantage  of  available  resources 
was  one  of  the  primary  areas  of  focus 
for  the  secretaries,  said  Donna  Gan¬ 
dy,  consultant  for  church  secretaries 
in  the  board’s  church  administration 
department.  Registrants  attended 
personal  enrichment  and  vocational 
specialty  conferences  and  workshops 
to  help  them  better  understand  how 
they  fit  into  the  ministry  team  in  a 
local  church. 

The  issue  of  the  widely  varied 
responsibilities  facing  secretaries  was 
addressed,  and  help  was  offered  on 
dealing  with  potential  sources  of 
stress. 

In  one  conference,  secretaries  listed 
the  different  things  they  might  be  call¬ 
ed  on  to  do  in  any  given  day.  The  list 
included  mediator,  babysitter,  com¬ 
forter,  information  source,  nurse, 
keeper  of  keys,  reservations  taker, 
keeper  of  the  lost  and  found,  copy 
queen,  confidante,  and  benevolence 
source. 

Brooks  Faulkner,  senior  manager  of 
the  church  staff  support  section  in  the 
church  administration  department  of 
the  Sunday  School  Board\which 


Lowry 

hosted  the  event,  led  a  conference  on 
“Making  Stress  Work  for  You,”  which 
addressed  the  everyday  workplace 
problems  combined  with  being  a 
mother,  wife,  cook,  and  taxi  driver  at 
home. 

After  listing  several  common  per¬ 
sonality  traits  in  stress-prone  in¬ 
dividuals,  Faulkner  offered  some 
practical  ways  to  deal  with  stress  in 
a  preventative  manner. 

Several  secretaries  were  anxious  to 
discuss  stress  caused  by  staff 
members  who  do  not  leave  informa¬ 
tion  about  anticipated  office  hours  for 
the  day  and  how  to  deal  with  angry’ 
people  who  call  the  church  office. 

For  the  latter,  Faulkner  said: 
‘There  are  some  things  you  can’t  do 
anything  about.  Just  listen,  say,  “thank 
you  for  calling,’  and  that  you  must  get 
on  to  another  responsibility.  You  have 
done  all  you  can  do.” 

Pastors  and  other  staff  members 
are  making  unreasonable  demands  on 
church  secretaries  to  expect  the 
secretaries  to  explain  staff  members’ 
schedules  when  they  have  not  been 
given  any  information,  he  said. 

Gayle  Hilligoss,  a  secretarial  con¬ 
sultant  from  Lee’s  Summit,  Mo.,  who 
was  a  secretary  in  a  Baptist  church 
for  several  years,  said  secretaries 
need  to  complement  the  skills  of  their 
supervisors. 

In  her  conference,  “Mine  are  the 
Small  Initials,”  she  said  secretaries 
can  look  at  their  role  as  unimportant 
or  they  can  represent  the  efforts  of  an 
enabler  who  works  side  by  side  with 
a  minister. 
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Faces  and  places  £ 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Where  I  get  money  to  travel 


The  other  day  as  I  was  walking 
across  Smith  Park  I  met  a  woman 
who  said  to  me,  “I  promised  myself 
if  I  ever  met  you  again  face  to  face, 
I  was  going  to  ask  you  a  question. 
Where  in  the  world  do  you  find  the 
money  to  do  so  much  traveling?” 

It  wasn’t  too  difficult  to  give  her  an 
answer.  “First,  1  just  do  without  other 
things  (besides  travel),  save  up  my 
money,  and  buy  a  ticket !  ”  It  takes 
single-mindedness  and  discipline. 
Fortunately  we  found  a  house  that  has 
a  small  monthly  payment.  I’ve 
bought  little  furniture  for  it  in  the  past 
15  years  and  only  redecorated  two 
rooms  in  all  that  time.  I  buy  clothes 
once  or  twice  a  year  and  wear  them 
for  many  years.  I  buy  shoes  at  Shoe 
City  and  wear  them  until  they  fall 
apart.  I  drive  my  cars  until  they  touch 
the  100,000  mark.  When  we  invite 
guests  to  our  house  for  dinner,  they 
know  they’re  probably  going  to  eat 
some  of  the  fish  that  W.D.  catches. 
(His  “fun”  money  goes  for  fishing.) 
When  it  comes  to  expensive  wrapping 
paper,  I  have  a  stingy  quirk.  I  wrap 
a  lot  of  gifts  in  old  Baptist  Records  or 
in  the  Sunday  comics. 

Second,  in  recent  years  I  have  open¬ 
ed  a  special  travel  account  in  another 
bank,  completely  separate  from  my 
checking,  and  other  savings  accounts. 


I’ve  suggested  to  some  of  my  family 
members  that  they  might  like  to  give 
me  travel  money  for  birthdays  or 
Christmas;  if  they  do,  it  goes  in  that 
account.  If  I  get  an  unexpected  check 
from  anyone  or  anywhere,  it  goes 
there. 

Third,  I  have  over  the  years  done 
a  considerable  bit  of  free  lance 
writing.  If  I  get  a  check  for  an  arti¬ 
cle,  or  a  little  royalty  on  a  book  I’ve 
written,  it  goes  into  the  travel  ac¬ 
count.  That  money  represents  many 
a  night  of  midnight  oil. 

The  first  time  I  went  ot  Europe  in 
1955,  I  borrowed  $100  from  Nelda 
Trigg,  Dr.  Quarles'  secretary,  to 
make  a  deposit  on  the  tour.  (Since 
then,  I've  only  borrowed  once  to  pay 
for  a  trip. )  In  1955, 1  sailed  economy 
class  on  the  Italian  ship,  the  Castel 
Felice.  Six  weeks  in  Europe  cost  on¬ 
ly  a  little  more  than  $1,000. 

In  1970,  when  I  traveled  to  the  Bap¬ 
tist  World  Alliance  in  Tokyo,  I  had 
been  writing  for  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board  —  Sunday  School 
lessons  for  older  children  —  and  sav¬ 
ing  my  earnings  from  that. 

One  trip  I  made  to  Central 
America,  including  Panama  and  the 
San  Bias  Islands.  Owen  Cooper  in¬ 
vited  me  to  go  and  do  a  series  of  ar¬ 
ticles.  Agricultural  Missions  paid  for 


my  plane  fare  and  I  ■tayed  in  homes 
of  missionaries,  at  tne  suggestion  of 
a  representative  of  *he  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board. 

Actually.  I  don’t  travel  as  much  as 
it  may  seem.  My  stories  about  trips 
are  just  spread  over  a  long  period  of 
time!  In  the  state,  I  average  two  days 
a  month  driving  somewhere  for  inter¬ 
views.  This  is  part  of  my  job.  for 
which  I  receive  a  salary  and  travel 
expenses. 

In  one  case,  the  round-the-world 
trip  I  made  uiree  years  ago,  my 
employer  paid  a  part  of  my  expenses 
because  I  was  to  interview  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  write  stories  tor  the 
Record  during  n.->at  of  the  following 
year. 

Indy  Whitten,  retired  missionary 
who  lives  in  Clinton,  said  she  would 
like  to  have  as  her  epitaph,  “I  never 
chased  a  butterfly  that  I  didn’t 
catch.”  I,  too.  in  my  lifetime,  have 
chased  a  lot  of  butterflies  that  I  have 
caught  I’m  always  setting  goals  —  be 
it  a  trip  or  something  else  —  and  striv¬ 
ing  toward  them.  Many  of  them,  with 
the  Lord’s  help,  I’ve  reached.  Others 
I  have  not.  Some  butterflies  I  chased 
and  didn't  catch.  Then,  looking  back, 
I  was  most  grateful  I  had  not  —  for 
they  were  ones  that  the  Lord  could 
see,  though  I  could  not  at  the  time  — 
that  I  didn’t  need. 
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Thanks  from  France 

Editor: 

It  was  our  priviledge  to  have  a 
group  of  women  from  Mississippi 
teach  our  children  and  youth  during 
our  annual  mission  meeting  April  1-8, 
1989.  The  Mississippi  WMU,  under  the 
leadership  of  Monica  Keathley  and 
Trish  Simmons,  was  responsible  for 
enlisting,  sending,  and  directing  the 
group.  There  were  32  children  involv¬ 
ed  in  the  program.  Those  women  par¬ 
ticipating  were  Ann  Melton,  Acker¬ 
man;  Marty  Perkins,  Moss  Point; 
Rose  Anna  Welch,  Mendenhall ;  Lola 
Autry,  Hickory  Flat;  Barbara  Evans. 
Wiggins;  Melissa  Yates,  McComb; 
Ona  Mae  Willingham,  Wiggins; 
Katherine  Bush,  Richton;  Frances 
Downs,  Shaw;  and  Trish  Simmons, 
Clinton. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a  resolution 
adopted  by  our  mission  during  its  an¬ 
nual  meeting  April  1-8,  1989. 

Sarah  Grant  Perkins 
Southern  Baptist  Mission 
in  France 

“Whereas  the  Southern  Baptist  Mis¬ 
sion  in  France  has  had  the  privilege 
of  receiving  a  team  of  children’s 
teachers  from  Mississippi,  and 

Whereas  these  teachers  have  been 
a  tremendous  help  to  the  missionaries 
in  caring  for  their  children  during  the 
1989  Mission  Meeting,  and 

Whereas  they  have  been  a  blessing 
to  the  missionaries  and  their  children, 
and 


Whereas  the  instruction  has  been  of 
highest  quality,  and 

Whereas  the  resulting  prayer  sup¬ 
port  for  the  mission  work  in  France 
,  will  be  increased. 

Be  it  resolved  that  Southern  Baptist 
Mission  in  France  express  its  thanks 
to  the  Mississippi  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  for  enlisting  and 
organizing  the  team,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  the 
Southern  Baptist  Mission  in  France 
express  its  deepest  gratitude  to  the 
members  of  the  team  for  their  invest¬ 
ment  of  time  and  money,  and  for  a  job 
well  done.” 

Carey  letter  embargo 

Editor: 

The  Baptist  Record  has  long  been 
an  excellent  forum  in  which  to  air  our 
beliefs,  concerns,  and  prayers;  yet  in 
recent  times  this  may  be  questioned. 
Several  weeks  ago,  the  statement  was 
made  that  no  more  letters  concerning 
William  Carey  College  would  be 
published.  This  is  a  judgment  call  that 
the  editor  has  every  right  to  make. 
This  call  has  resulted  in  the  loss  of  a 
means  in  which  the  public  can  state 
opinions. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  Carey  seemingly  has  full  ac¬ 
cess  to  any  notoriety  it  desires  as  con¬ 
cerns  your  coverage  of  the  events  sur¬ 
rounding  our  alma  mater.  If  the  of¬ 
ficials  of  the  college  are  allowed  to  use 
your  publication  in  which  to  cite  in¬ 
competence,  friends  and  alumni 


should  be  afforded  the  same  courtesy 
to  offer  up  either  prayers  or  praise. 

Please  reconsider  your  stance  on 
letters  dealing  with  William  Carey 
College.  We  need  a  forum  in  which  to 
speak  as  does  the  administration, 
although  we  feel  confident  that  the 
Christian  character  of  Carey  alumni 
will  not  allow  us  to  slander  or  demean 
anyone  striving  to  do  what  is  believ¬ 
ed  to  be  the  Lord’s  will. 

Shawneen  Berry  Hogg 

McAdams 

The  embargo  on  letters  on  the 
Care^ituation,  qs  stated,  was  not  for 
all  time  but  until  UieDducation  Com¬ 
mission  had  completed  its  investiga¬ 
tion  and  made  its  report  to  the 
William  Carey  College  trustees. 
Though  I  have  not  been  told  this  by 
anyone  involved,  nor  have  I  seen  a 
copy  of  the  report,  I  understand  that 
this  has  taken  place.  Therefore  the 
embargo  is  lifted,  as  would  be  noted 
by  the  publication  of  this  letter. 

The  embargo  was  put  into  effect 
because  of  the  possibility  of  some 
very  emotional  exchanges  on  the  let¬ 
ters  pages  that  it  was  felt  should  be 
held  while  the  Education  Commission 
was  doing  its  work.  It  was  not  a  re¬ 
quest  of  the  commission  and  may  not 
have  made  any  difference  to  that 
body.  It  was  my  own  decision. 

While  we  have  tried  to  keep  the 
BAPTIST  RECORD  letters  free  of 
personal  attacks,  it  is  unavoidable 
sometimes  in  news  reporting.  In  the 
case  you  mention,  we  felt  we  had  to 
contact  the  ones  pointed  out  for  any 
rebuttal  they  might  want  to  make.  It 
would  have  been  much  easier  to  have 
left  out  the  entire  episode,  and  even 
preferable  to  do  so;  yet  what  was 
reported  was  what  happened.  To  me, 
it  is  a  sad  condition.  —  Editor 


ACTS  debt  accepted 

Editor: 

The  decision  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Radio  and  Television 
Commission  to  reject  the  $15  million 
and  four  hours  a  day  for  30  years  of¬ 
fer  to  purchase  the  ACTS  network 
should  make  a  Rubicon  in  Baptist 
rhetoric  and  relationship  to  this 
telecommunication  mission  strategy. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  term  “debt- 
ridden  network”  will  disappear  from 
the  Baptist  vocabulary.  TTie  trustees 
interpret  the  will  of  God  and  the 
desires  of  the  people  who  elected 
them  to  be  to  maintain  ownership  of 
ACTS.  The  decision  to  keep  the  $8.7 
million  debt  means  it  should  be  view¬ 
ed  in  the  same  way  a  new  church  debt, 
a  new  dormitory  debt,  or  a  denomina¬ 
tional  executive  building  debt  is  view¬ 
ed.  It  is  a  necessary  step  in  perform¬ 
ing  a  valuable  ministry  for  Christ. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  additional 
$4  to  $5  million  a  year  will  be  invested 
from  national  mission  funds  in  this 
sharing  of  Christ  daily  in  the  homes 
of  more  than  nine  million  families. 
Surely  out  of  an  annual  budget  of 
more  than  $130  million,  $4  million  can 
be  invested  in  this  crucial  strategy  of 
missions. 

The  marketing  challenge  for  ACTS 
to  the  cable  industry  as  a  single- 
denominationally  owned  network  is  a 
tremendous  one.  Every  Baptist  needs 
to  assist  immediately  with  a  letter  or 
a  telephone  call  of  appreciation  to  the 
cable  company  which  is  carrying 
ACTS  in  your  community.  Channels 
are  already  being  lost,  and  your  call 
could  make  the  difference.  If  they 
don’t  have^CTS,  ask  for  it. 

It  is  gratifying  to  me  as  I  come  to 
the  completion  of  my  task  of  finding 
the  strategy  for  churches  in  television 


and  founding  the  ACTS  network  to  see 
many  Baptists  coming  to  a  new  ap¬ 
preciation  for  its  potential  for  God. 
Jimmy  R.  Allen 
President 

Radio  and  Television 
Commission 


The  grandeur  of  Nineveh 

Editor: 

About  every  five  years  we  ha  »e  the 
story  about  Jonah  nd  the  whale  or 
great  fish  in  our  Sunday  School  1-f.son, 

I  could  not  imagine  iust  what  the  ci 
ty  of  Nineveh  looked  like  Now  1  nave 
researched  the  city.  Il  was  lost  and 
forgotten  for  more  than  2,000  .  ears. 
Then,  in  the  1&HX-  archaeologists 
unearthed  the  site. 

Genesis  Chapter  10,  verses  3  and  9, 
declared  the  Nimrod  built  Nineveh. 

Nineveh  stood  on  the  bank  of  the 
Tigris  River,  t  he  east c  rn  side .  a  bout 
230  miles  north  oi  present  day 
Bagdad  Nineveh  became  even 
greater  after  Jonah  it  was  describ¬ 
ed  by  Diodorus  Seinulus.  Tb*  cir¬ 
cumference  of  Nineveh  was  60  miles. 
It  was  surrounded  by  walls  100  feet 
high  and  so  wide  that  three  chariots 
could  drive  abfeasts  on  the  top  There 
were  1,500  towers  200  feet  high 

Layard,  the  excavator  of  its  towers 
and  temples  and  palaces,  said  ’  was 
once  magnificent  \  complete  library 
was  found  in  assyrian  language  And 
at  the  time  before  the  MeJes  and 
Babylonian  invaders  destroyed 
Nineveh,  it  was  the  greatest  city  in  the 
world. 

The  greatest  moment  in  the  case  of 
Jonah  is  that  ou»  (Jord  Jesus  Christ 
accepted  the  miracle  of  Jonah’s 
.  ( Continued  on  page  8 ) 
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CHURCH  PEWS,  INC. 
makers  of 
Fine  Quality,  Solid 
Wood  Furniture  ' 

MM-  1-100-828-9378 
Oat  af-statt  -  1800  522  5014 


es  in  the  news 


Is  your  church 

REMODELING? 

We  can  do  it  all! 

Call  1-800-624-9627 

Van  Winkle  Church  Furnishings 


TWo  Deacons  ware 

ordained  at  Riverhill 
Church,  Itawamba 
Association  on  April 
18  Pictured,  left  to 
right,  are  Kirk  Reese, 
deacon,  S.  E- 
O’Brian,  pastor,  and 
Roy  Barrett,  deacon. 


Miss  Kim  McGuffee  of  Mendenhall,  Curtis  C.  Hatcher  and  Clay  Moss 
Miss  Mississippi  of  1986,  will  be  the  were  ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry 
guest  speaker  at  White  Oak  Church,  at  First  Church,  Richland  (Rankin 
Magee,  June  4  at  9  p.m.  for  the  “Late  County),  May  21.  Hatcher  presently 


bus  sumv  CO.  INC. 

McComb,  MS  601-684-2900 


Night  Extra”  youth  oriented  program,  serves  as  minister  of  music  and  youth  this  year. 

She  will  also  bring  special  music  dm-  at  First  Church,  Richland,  where  his  A  van,  driven  by  J.  B.  Hall  morni 
ing  the  evening  worship  service  at  7  wife,  Mary  Lou,  serves  as  pianist.  and 9,  rles ™cInms Plcfc 
p.m.  James  C.  Edwards  is  pastor.  Moss  is  minister  of  evangelism  and  special  members  over  a  wide  area 

missions  at  First  Church,  Richland,  bnn«  o^ers  in  their  ci 

W.  H.  “Dee”  DeRold,  Jr.,  a  native  of  He  and  his  wife,  Vicky,  have  commit-  They  are  easy  to  work  with,  s 
Jackson,  is  seeking  a  full  time  church,  ted  themselves  to  serve  as  home  mis-  Kusseii.  rney  pray  tor  every 
but  meanwhile,  he  is  available  for  in-  sionaries  in  Idaho  where  he  will  serve  m  the  church.  If  you  feel  bad  when 
terim  or  supply  as  a  church  planter  with  First  Church,  go^in,  youjvonJ  when  you  leave 
work.  After  grad-  Richland,  Home  Mission  Board,  and 

#uation  from  New  Northwest  Baptist  Convention  as 
Orleans  Seminary,  co-sponsors, 
he  spent  11  years  in 

Seer,nTeSr  Chapmans  to  give 

sylvania.  He  can  .  . 

be  contacted  at  Rt.  COIlCert  at 

Mendenhall,  MS  Hillcrest,  N.  Albany 

Hillcrest  Church,  New  Albany,  is 
preparing  for  a  musical  call  for  fami¬ 
ly  commitment,  “Bind  Us  Together,” 
to  be  presented  Wednesday,  June  7,  at 
7  p.m.  and  June  8  at  7  p.m.  and  8:30 
pm. 

Two  of  the  musical’s  creators,  Steve 
and  Annie  Chapman  of  Nashville,  will 
appear  with  Hillcrest’s  combined 
choirs,  according  to  Eddie  Thompson, 

Hillcrest  music  director. 

The  Chapmans  have  been  featured 
guests  on  author^psychologist  James 
Dobson’s  national  radio  program, 

“Focus  on  the  Family,”  and  guest 
musicians  on  Dobson’s  film,  “Turn 


Just  for  the  Record 


Bethany  Church,  Merigotd,  will  host  Concord  (Yazoo)  will  hold  Vacation 
a  homecoming  for  former  pastors  and  Bible  School  June  S-9,  from  7  to  9  pm. 
residents  of  Sunflower  Plantation,  Ages  included  will  be  from  preschool 


DeBoid 


June  24.  The  times  are  from  11  a.m.  children  through  older  youths  (grade 
to  1  pm.  “Bring  a  picnic.  Hot  dogs,  12).  The  VBS  director  will  be 
cokes,  and  ice  cream  will  be  Margaret  Neely.  Ralph  Cain  is  the 
available,”  says  Carolyn  Beach  of  pastor. 

Riverdale,  Ga. 


Midwestern 
grants  degrees 

One  person  with  ties  to  Mississippi 
was  among  114  individuals  receiving 
degrees  during  recent  commence¬ 
ment  exercises  at  Midwestern 
Seminary,  Kansas  City,  Mo 

Raymond  Jeffcoat  received  the 
master  of  divinity  degree.  He  con¬ 
siders  Poplarville,  Miss.,  his 
hometown. 

Currently,  he  is  pastor  of  Blockton 
Baptist  Church.  Blockton,  Iowa. 


Homecomings 


Anns,  pulpits,  baptistries, 

Van  Winkle 

Church  folding  doors, 

_  ...  _  theater  seats. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton.  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Confused  About  Life  Insurance? 
Why  not  buy  the  most  Ilf#  Insurance 
for  the  least  amount  of  money? 
Example:  Male,  60,  non-smoker 

$100,000 

For  only  $32.56  per  mo. 

Call  Don  MahaHey 
9:30am  to  4:30pm  ET  Mon.  Frl. 
Toll  Free  1-800-367-5492 


FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRIES 
^f^STEEPLES— CROSSES 
r — WATER  HEATERS 


Mississippi  Valley 
Gas  Company 


music  minister. 


politics  to  stop 


Thursday,  June  1,  1989 
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Powerline 

for 

teens 


Staff  changes 


Hockey  team  witness 
in  Russia 

Ibrnmy  Purvis  has  accepted  a  call  church  relations  consultant. 

LENINGRAD,  USSR  (EP)  —  Jack  as  pastor  to  Little  Mount  Church,  _ _ , 

Isleib,  director  of  Christian  Sports  Taylorsville,  Ky.  He  is  the  former  Brian  PSITnell  has  resigned  as 
Outreach  International,  believes  this  Pastor  at  Highland  Church  in  Tishom-  music  director  of  the  Barton  Church, 
is  a  critical  time  for  Christians  to  logo  County.  He  is  currently  working  He  plans  to  enter  Mississippi  College, 
bring  the  Gospel  of  Christ  to  the  peo-  on  his  master  of  divinity  degree  at 

pie  of  the  Soviet  Union.  He  recently  Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville.  First  Church,  Leakesville,  has  call- 
led  a  group  that  he  describes  as  “55  Carla,  his  wife,  is  employed  at  the  ed  David  Skinner  as  music  and  youth 
missionaries  as  hockey  Kentucky  Baptist  Convention  as  director.  Skinner’s  father  is  pastor  of 

players”  on  a  three-week  hockey  tour  secretary  to  Guy  Futral,  minister-  Glendale  Church,  Hattiesburg, 
of  Sweden,  Finland,  and  Leningrad,  „  .  ... 

ussr  Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

“Russia  was  like  I’d  never  seen  it  *  *  * 

before,”  said  Isleib,  veteran  of  three  June  4  Baptist  Record  Sunday  (BR  Emphasis  in  every  church) 
trips  to  the  USSR.  “I’ve  never  seen  a  Religious  Liberty  Sunday  (CAC  Emphasis! 


SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  RADIO-TV  COMMISSION  /  FORT  WORTH,  TX  78150 

What  love  This  is  a  simple,  every  day  descripti 

of  what  real  love  is.  It  contains  er 
•  1  tion,  but  it  is  more  than  an  emoti 

1  f'l'f  It  is  a  way  of  regarding  other  peo 

B'  txvl/ 1/ (and  yourself).  It  is  a  value  svste 

Q. .  _  qT  .  Kj  •  It  compels  action, not  mereverbia 

K  O  N  .  If  ciiph  a  f hesis  ran  ho  aroontod 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

School  ft  Church  Furniture 

•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishings  for  Classroom,  Library,  Sunday 
School.  Auditorium,  Cafeteria  and  every 
School  and  Church  use.  _ 

EVERYTHING  FOR  HHTVECIIXI13 
THE  SCHOOL 

a\[)(hik(H  KwiTiTtiK'i']^ 


In  two  previous  trips  to  Russia, 
Isleib  and  his  hockey  teams  were  for¬ 
bidden  by  Soviet  government  officials 
to  share  the  Gospel.  Their 
government-appointed  interpreters, 
“inter-tourist  guides,”  tried  to  keep 
them  from  visiting  Russian  state 
churches.  It  was  different  this  time. 

“We  preached  the  Gospel  right  on 
the  street  of  Leningrad,  in  front  of  the 
National  Museum  of  Atheism,  with 
need  microphones,”  said  Isleib.  “We  were 
there  Mer.chy  through  Friday,  and  we 
J  back  preaching  on  the 
streets,  and  nobody  bothered  us.  We 
witnessed  to  army  officers,  we 
witnessed  to  everybody.  We  were 
never  allowed  to  do  this  before.” 
They  were  also  allowed  to  preach 

_ t _ t _  and  sing  between  periods  in  the 

tiesburg,  master  of  divinity;  John  hockey  games,  tracts  with  the 
David  Chandler,  Columbus,  master  of  message  of  salvation  printed  in  Rus- 
divinity ;  Rhonda  L.  Cole,  daughter  of  sian  were  distributed  to  every  fan  in 

“• ‘ ^  _ mis-  the  packed  arenas  and  Bibles  were 

to  Honduras,  master  of  arts  given  to  each  of  the  Soviet  players  and 
Thomas  coaches. 


Southwestern  graduates 
16  from  Mississippi 


A.B.  Culbertson  and  Company 

invites  your 

INDICATION  OF  INTEREST  TO 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  —  Southern  Instead,  Pollard  said  ministers  l _ 

Baptist  pastor  Franklin  Pollard  told  to  present  a  biblical  picture  of,  Uod  as  there  Monda; 

graduates  at  Southwestern  Seminary  they  respond  to  the  cries  of  God’s  Kept  going  I 

May  12  they  could  have  no  greater  people. 

credentials  than  a  calling  from  God.  Mississippi  graduates  included 
“What  a  beautiful  thing  that  you  go  Michael  West  Brown,  Columbus, 
out  knowing  that  God  sent  you,”  said  master  of  music;  Rana  E.  Burt,  Net- 

Pollard,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  tleton.  master  of  arts  in  religious 

Church  of  Jackson,  Miss.  *  ~  ~  j  - 

Southwestern  President  Russell  Dil- 
day  conferred  426  degrees  on  the 
class,  including  16  from  Mississippi. 

“Tb  every  cry  for  help  from  the  peo-  Glenna  and  Stanley  Stamps, 
pie  of  God,  God’s  answer  is  his  peo-  sionariesl 
pie,”  Pollard  told  the  graduates.  He  in  religious  education 
cited  Moses,  Joshua  and  Gideon  as  Ellsworth  Ferguson,  Gulfport,  master 

biblical  examples  of  men  God  called  of  music,  associate  pastor  for  music 

to  deliver  his  people  from  trouble  and  and  youth,  Alexandria,  Va. ;  Mark  Ar- 

despair.  thur  Frederick,  Amory,  master  of 

“And  this  is  still  God’s  call  to  you  divinity;  Robert  L.  Gilliland,  Valley 

and  me  today,”  Pollard  said.  “God  is  Park,  associate  in  divinity  ;  Martha 

calling  us  and  telling  us,  ‘As  my  peo-  Graham,  Aberdeen,  master  of  arts  in 

pie,  you  are  the  answer.’  ”  marriage  and  family  counseling;  Kim 

Pollard  said  ministers  should  be  ac-  Hunt,  Jackson,  master  of  divinity; 

tive  in  meeting  the  physical  and  Kathryn  Langworthy,  Calhoun  City,  Wake  Forest,  N.C.  —  The  National 

spiritual  needs  of  God’s  people,  add-  master  of  music;  Kathy  Frances  Alumni  Luncheon  of  Southeastern 

ing  the  greatest  need  is  “to  fulfill  the  Latham,  Kosciusko,  missionary  to  the  Seminary  will  be  held  on  June  14  at 

lostness  of  people’s  souls.”  Philippines,  master  of  arts  in  religious  the  Las  Vegas  Hilton. 

He  said  Christianity  has  been  hurt  education;  Pamela  Faye  Pybas,  The  annual  event  will  take  place 
in  recent  years  by  a  lack  of  integrity  Madison,  master  of  divinity;  John  during  the  1989  meeting  of  the 
among  ministers.  “Too  many  Maxwell  Price,  Raleigh,  master  of  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  The  pro- 
ministers  today  are  doing  just  what  divinity;  Jeffrey  Neron  Smith,  gram  will  include  a  report  and 
Aaron  did  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Sinai,”  Jackson,  master  of  arts  in  religious  dialogue  with  Southeastern  President 
he  said. ‘They  are  telling  people  what  education;  Kathryn  Elizabeth  Lewis  A.  Drummond  and  a  report 
they  want  to  hear  and  giving  them  a  Southall.  Greenville,  master  of  arts  in  from  R.  Clint  Hopkins,  alumni  presi- 
God  they  can  live  with.”  religious  education.  dent.  Election  of  officers  for  1989-90 

will  also  take  place. 

The  luncheon  will  be  held  from  1-3 
p.m.  in  Pavilion  9  of  the  hotel.  Tickets 
are  $14.50  in  advance  and  $20  at  the 
door.  Orders  for  advance  tickets  must 
be  received  by  June  7.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  Ann  Cohen  at 
919-556-3101. 


OF  FIRST  MORTGAGE  BONDS  TO  BE  ISSUED  BY 


SAN  ANTONIO,  TEXAS 

EARN  UP  TO: 


Southeastern 
alumni  lunch 
is  scheduled 


These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  a  self-directed  Culbertson 
IRA.  Transfers  and  rollovers  accepted,  in  most  cases. 


Anticipated  Issue  Date:  June  10,  1989 

Interest  Rates  Range  from  10.00%  to  12.00% 
Depending  Upon  the  Bond  Maturity  Selected 
Bond  Maturity  Range  —  One  to  Fifteen  Years 
10'/a%  Zero  Coupon  Bonds 

$200,000  of  this  issue  will  mature  between  December  10,  2002, 
and  June  10,  2004,  with  10*/2%  annual  interest  compounded 
semiannually  payable  at  maturity  along  with  principal. 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation 
of  an  offer  to  buy.  The  offer  is  made  by  prospectus  only. 

A.B.  Culbertson  and  Company 

“I  I  I  I  Financial  Services  Since  1954 


1  I  1250  Continental  Plaza  1 

fcftftVUKji  Fort  Worth,  Texas  76102  3||  ^ 

UQeaiai  Member:  Midwest  Stock  Exchange  •  -  •  -  — -  • 

For  more  complete  information  about  this  bond  issue,  obtain  a  prospectus  which  delcribes  all 
of  the  particulars  of  this  undertaking.  Read  it  carefully  before  you  invest  or  send  money.  All 
bonds  are  offered  at  face  value  plus  accrued  interest,  subject  to  prior  sale. 


Clark  group  travels  to  Ohio 
for  revivals;  results  cited 


CALL  OR  RETURN  THIS  TO: 


Christy  H.  Overby,  Account  Executive  Call: 

309  Mockingbird  Lane  (80Q)  288.-4}  83 

Madison,*  MS  39110  (601)856-9148 

Please  send  me  information  on  the  bonds  issued  by 
Castle  Hills  First  Baptist  Church,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Name  _ »•  >1%;  .  1 .  1  • _ ^ 

Street  _ _ _  _ 

City.State.Zip _  # _ _ _ 

Phohg; -ffo,:-,  trrnw  -ran  t  -*rr" - l.t  Ijiip 


On  April  20,  T.  R.  Coulter,  pastor  of  ches  in  revival.  This  brings  to  160  the 
Oak  Grove;  Chester  Carlisle,  pastor  total  number  of  persons  who  have 
of  Mount  Zion;  Leon  Williams  from  prayed  to  be  saved  related  to  the  seven 
Stonewall,  and  Grady  Crowell,  direc-  years  that  teams  have  gone  from  the 
tor  of  missions  for  Clarke  Association,  Clarke  Association  to  the  Steel  Valley 
left  for  revivals  in  the  Steel  Valley  Baptist  Association  for  revivals. 
Baptist  Association  Ih  Warren,  Ohio.  These  revivals,  along  with  some 
These  men  preached  in  four  churches,  funds  in  the  Clarke  budget  for  Steel 
April  23-27.  Valley,  are  the  two  main  expressions 

At  least  seven  people  prayed  to  of  a  “Linkage  Ministry,”  bi&veen  the 
receive  Christ  related  to  these  chur-  two  associations. *  boo  wo  H 


A  lot  of  history  is  usually  just  gossip 
that  has  become  respectable  with  age 


WADECO  STUDIOS 


P.O.  Bat  773 
Blakely,  Georgia  31723 
STAINED  GLASS  •  PAINTING  -  HENOVATION 
WATERPROOFING  •  STEEPLE  WORK 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 


j  t 


Paul  defends  himself  before  Felix  and  Festus 


By  Bert  Breland 
Acts  24:1-25:12 

In  the  previous  lesson  we  learned  that  Paul 
had  proved  to  be  more  than  the  Roman  com¬ 
mander,  Lysias,  was  able  to  handle.  He 
therefore  sent  Paul  to  Felix, 
the  governor.  In  our  back¬ 
ground  passage  (24:1-9)  we 
discovered  that  the  high 
priest  and  others  from  the 
council  have  followed  Paul 
to  Caesarea  in  order  to  bring 
charges  against  him.  In 
order  to  strengthen  their 
case  they  had  obtained  the 
services  of  a  lawyer  named 
Tertullus.  It  is  likely  that 
Breland  Tertullus  was  a  Roman 
lawyer  hired  because  of  his  experience  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  Roman  courts  and  officials.  This 
seems  even  more  likely  as  you  examine  his 
flowery  speech  and  the  way  he  tried  to  flatter 
Felix. 

This  introductory  text  serves  to  lay  before  us 
the  charges  that  Paul  had  against  him  in  this 
trial,  but  it  also  presents  an  interesting  pro- 


BIBLE  BOOK 

blem :  the  latter  part  of  verse  6,  all  of  verse  7, 
and  the  first  part  of  8  do  not  appear  in  most 
Greek  manuscripts.  This  passage  begins  in 
verse  6  with  the  words  “and  would  have  judg¬ 
ed  .. .”  and  concludes  in  verse  8  with  “his  ac¬ 
cusers  to  come  unto  thee:”  (KJV). 

In  the  Revised  Standard  Version  and  in  the 
New  English  Version,  this  passage  is  complete¬ 
ly  left  out;  in  the  New  American  Standard,  it 
is  put  in  parentheses.  If  the  longer  reading  is 
correct,  then  Tbrtullus  was  also  bringing 
charges  against  Lysias  for  interfering  with  the 
Jewish  trial.  He  was  also  appealing  to  Felix  to 
question  Lysias  concerning  the  facts  of  the  case. 
If  the  shorter  reading  is  correct,  then  Ttertullus 
was  asking  Felix  to  get  Paul  to  confirm  these 
charges  against  himself.  Tertullus  felt  that  if 
Paul  were  given  a  chance  to  speak  he  would 
begin  to  preach  and  hopefully  betray  his 
dangerous  attitudes.  The  shorter  reading  seems 
to  be  correct  because  Felix  immediately  gave 
Paul  permission  to  speak. 

Three  charges  had  been  made  against  Paul 


and  he  responded  to  all  three.  He  denied  that 
he  was  disturbing  the  peace  in  Jerusaleln.  In¬ 
deed,  he  had  come  to  worship  and  bring  alms 
and  offerings.  (This  may  be  a  reference  to  the 
collection  that  Paul  had  received  from  the  Gen¬ 
tile  churches  for  the  Christians  in  Jerusalem.) 
Paul  did  acknowledge  that  he  was  a  leader  of 
the  sect  known  as  the  “Way,”  but  he  did  not 
acknowledge  that  they  were  trouble  makers  or 
that  they  were  hostile  towards  Judaism.  In  fact, 
Paul  indicated  that  Jews  within  the  Way  were 
devout  Jews.  Concerning  the  charge  of  having 
profaned  the  temple,  Paul  argued  that  this  was 
absurd.  He  had  gone  to  the  temple  for  purifica¬ 
tion  and  there  was  no  trouble.  The  only  trouble 
and  commotion  was  caused  by  Jews  who  came 
from  Asia.  Paul  indicated  to  Felix  that  they 
were  the  ones  who  really  should  be  standing 
before  him. 

After  having  heard  the  arguments,  Felix 
delayed  his  decision.  On  the  first  count,  he  was 
somewhat  fearful  of  the  Jews  and  the  trouble 
that  they  could  cause  him.  Second,  he  was  in 
hopes  that  Paul  might  offer  him  a  bribe  to  be 
released.  Felix  obviously  wasn’t  convinced  that 
Paul  was  a  dangerous  criminal;  he  afforded 


him  freedom  while  he  was  in  his  custody. 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  Felix  let  this  simple 
case  drag  on  for  two  years,  but  apparently  he 
had  hoped  that  the  Jewish  leadership  would 
forget  about  Paul.  It  also  appears  that  Felix  and 
his  wife  had  come  to  like  Paul  and  enjoyed  talk¬ 
ing  with  him  about  matters  of  faith.  However, 
they  didn’t  like  him  enough  to  let  him  go.  When 
Felix  was  replaced  by  Festus  he  left  Paul  high 
and  dry  in  the  jail. 

In  these  two  years,  the  Jewish  leader  ap¬ 
parently  had  not  forgotten  Paul.  Before  Festus 
had  even  arrived  they  had  petitioned  him  to 
reopen  Paul’s  case.  Festus  was  more  than  hap¬ 
py  to  oblige  his  new  subjects,  and  the  case  was 
heard  again.  When  Paul  realized  that  his  case 
was  about  to  take  a  turn  for  the  worse  by  being 
taken  back  to  Jerusalem,  he  exercised  his  right 
as  a  Roman  citizen  to  appeal  to  Caesar.  It  is  not 
clear  if  Paul  really  wanted  his  case  to  be  mov¬ 
ed  to  Rome  or  if  he  simply  wanted  to  be  sure 
that  it  stayed  in  the  Roman  rather  than  Jewish 
courts.  In  either  event,  Paul’s  opportunity  to 
preach  an  unhindered  gospel  would  expand. 

Breland  is  pastor.  North  Greenwood  Church, 
Greenwood. 


Others  need  encouragement  to  obey  God 


By  Greg  Martin 
Judges  4:4-8,  14-16 

In  Charles  Swkadoll’s  book,  Strengthening 
Your  Grip  (pp.  48-49),  the  author  tells  about  a 
church  in  Salem,  Oregon,  that  decided  to  get 

H serious  about  encouraging 
its  membership.  In  the 
hymn  racks  on  each  pew  are  . 
“Encouragement  Card*”u 
Worshippers  place  the  name 
of  the  recipient  and  a  brief 
note  on  one  side.  On  the 
other  side  they  sign  their 
name.  The  cards  are  col¬ 
lected  during  the  offering. 
The  following  week  the 
.  cards  are  mailed  by  the 

Martin  church’s  office  personnel  to 

those  who  need  encouragement.  The  Oregon 
church’s  method  of  encouragement  is  most 
definitely  an  innovative  one. 

Anyone  who  has  been  a  Christian  very  long 
surely  has  seen  the  need  for  encouragement. 

It  is  needed  to  resist  temptation,  to  continue  in 
Christian  growth,  and  to  accept  spiritual 
challenges.  In  our  text  we  are  introduced  to  a 
woman  who  was  inspiring  and  encouraging  to 
the  nation  of  Israel.  From  Deborah’s  life  we 


LIFE  AND  WORK 

learn  that,  as  believers,  we  can  serve  by  en¬ 
couraging  others  to  discover  and  obey  God’s 
will. 

Many  are  surprised  to  find  out  that  one  of  the 
judge* of  Israel  was  a  woman.  Feminists  falsely 
presume  that  the  Bible  is  a  chauvinistic  book. 
Actually,  the  biblical  teachings  elevate  the  role 
of  women  in  society.  They  show  that  women, 
like  men,  have  a  place  of  service  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church.  Deborah’s  place  was  one  of  en¬ 
couragement.  Many  men  and  women  would  do 
well  to  learn  from  her  example.  As  Barnabas 
was  the  New  Testament  encourager,  Deborah 
was  the  Old  Testament  one. 

Her  task  included  encouraging  Barak  to 
rally  10,000  men  from  the  children  of  Naphtali 
and  Zebulun  to  go  against  Sisera,  the  captain 
of  the  oppressing  king  of  Canaan.  Israel  had 
been  dominated  by  King  Jabin  for  20  years.  The 
nation’s  suffering  was  caused  by  sin  (verses 
1-2).  When  the  people  of  God  cried  out  to  the 
Lord,  he  graciously  led  Deborah  to  inspire 
Barak  to  bring  an  end  to  the  oppression. 

In  verse  6-7  we  see  that  Deborah  summoned 


Barak  to  inform  him  of  what  God  was  com¬ 
manding  him  to  da  From  this  we  can  learn  that 
serving  God  sometimes  involves  encouraging 
others  to  discover  what  God, wants  them  to  do. 

Verse  7  also  teaches  that  serving  God 
sometimes  involves  helping  people  to  under¬ 
stand  that  God  will  make  it  possible  for  them  to 
accomplish  what  he  calls  them  to  do.  Deborah 
assured  Barak  that  the  Lord  would  grant  him 
victory  over  Sisera, 

Barak  was  at  first  unsure  about  going  to  war. 
He  insisted  that  Deborah  go  with  him  to  Mount 
Tabor,  which  was  near  to  tile  place  the  battle 
would  be  fought  (verse  8).  In  this  verse  we  learn 
that  believers  often  feel  the  need  for  encourage¬ 
ment  when  they  set  out  to  do  God’s  will.  This 
is  the  reason  our  Lord  did  not  send  the  disciples 
out  by  themselves.  He  sent  them  out  two  by  two 
(Luke  10:1).  Hebrews  10:24-25  explains  the 
Christian’s  obligation  to  encourage  fellow 
believers,  “And  let  us  consider  one  another  . . . 
exhorting  one  another.” 

Deborah  did  go  to  Mount  Ihbor  with  Barak 
and  the  10,000  men.  At  the  appropriate  time  she 
challenged  him  to  advance  on  Sisera,  re¬ 
minding  him  that  the  Lord  had  gone  ahead  of 
him  (verse  14).  We  can  learn  from  this  event 
that  serving  God  sometimes  involves  encourag¬ 


ing  others  to  act  decisively,  with  the  assurance 
that  God  is  with  them. 

When  Barak  advanced,  the  Lord  routed 
Sisera  and  his  troops  in  the  direction  they 
should  go  (verses  15-21).  Judges  5:20-21  implies 
that  the  Kishon  River  overflowed  and  then 
made  it  impossible  for  the  900  iron  Canaanite 
chariots  to  maneuver  in  the  muddy  soil.  God 
had  wrought  the  victory  for  Israel.  It  was  he 
who  had  brought  the  victory  to  pass.  As  a  result 
of  his  intervention,  not  one  of  the  army  of  Sisera 
escaped. 

Our  God  also  grants  us  victory  when  we 
believe  him.  He  accomplishes  his  purposes  as 
his  people  act  in  obedience  to  him.  The  Lord  is 
wanting  us  to  serve  in  his  power  as  we  yield  to 
do  his  will.  Serving  in  his  power  includes  en¬ 
couraging  fellow  soldiers  of  the  cross.  Perhaps 
this  day  you  can  encourage  another  Christian 
by  writing  a  positive  note,  saying  an  uplifting 
word,  possessing  a  positive  attitude,  making  a 
neglected  phone  call,  noticing  a  job  well  done, 
or  observing  an  admirable  character  quality. 

Who  around  you  needs  encouragement?  You 
could  be  their  inspiration. 

Martin  is  pastor,  Commission  Road  Church, 
Long  Beach. 


Twelve  stones:  remembering  God’s  help 


By  Gary  G.  Berry 
Joshua  4:1-3,  8.  15-24  ■ 

The  monument  is  long,  black,  and  foreboding. 

It  lists  the  names  of  Americans  who  died  or  who 
are  yet  missing  in  action  from  the  Vietnam  War. 

Such  a  sacrifice  deserves  a 
memorial.  Americans 
should  never  forget  those 
who  have  given  their  lives  in 
serving  this  country.  They 
are  due  our  honor  and 
respect. 

In  a  similar  way,  God's 
people  have  the  responsibili¬ 
ty  and  privilege  of 
remembering  what  he  has 
'done  ;!Tor  them.  That 
Berry  privilege  includes  the  shar¬ 
ing  of  those  experiences  with  others. 

When  the  Israelites  had  crossed  the  Jordan 
River,  God  cqjgfpgAded^Joshua  to  have  12,. , 
stones  taken  £B0t»4he  wrer  to  represent  the  12  ~ 
•rxOtOt 
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miraculous  occurrence. 

At  Gilgal,  the  12  stones  taken  from  the  river 
were  used  to  build  a  memorial.  This  memorial 
was  to  serve  as  a  reminder  to  the  people  of  their 
miraculous  crossing  of  the  Jordan  (w.  19-20). 
The  parents  were  instructed  to  tell  the  story 
tribes  of  Israel  (w.  1-3).  The  emphasis  of  the  of  the  crossing  to  their  children  (v.  22).  They 

command  suggests  that  all  of  Israel  is  to  par-  must  let  their  children  know  that  the  waters 

ticipate  in  this  ceremony.  Twelve  men,  one  were  driven  back  and  Israel  crossed  on  dry 

representing  each  tribe,  were  to  take  the  stones  ground,  even  as  they  had  crossed  the  Red  Sea. 

from  the  middle  of  Jordan.  The  stones  were  to  Each  generation  was  to  be  reminded  of  the  con- 

be  taken  from  the  spot  where  the  priests  had  tinuing  work  of  God  to  bring  about  the  redemp- 

stood  holding  the  ark.  tion  of  his  people. 

Doing  as  Joshua  had  commanded,  the  12  men  Tbday,  many  are  aware  that  when  Jesus  died 
took  the  stones  and  placed  them  where  the  peo-  on  the  cross  and  was  raised  from  the  dead,  the 

pie  were  standing,  now  on  the  west  side  of  the  plan  of  God  for  the  redemption  of  man  was 

Jordan.  The  priests  then  exited  the  river  and  completed.  The  final  sacrifice  for  sin  was  made, 

the  waters  instantly  flowed  again  (v.  18).  This  Tbday,  the  Spirit  of  God  works  in  the  world  to 

should  put  to  rest  the  speculation  that  some  convict  men  of  sin,  righteousness,  and  judge- 

natural  occurrence  had  taken  place  to  dam  the  ment  to  come,  but  the  plan  is  complete. 

.fixer  The-parting  of  Jordan’s  waters,  and  thq4»t  purpose  of  telling  the  story  of  the  cross- 

eeturn  to  a  normal  flow,  was  clearljbaft«biii&io«ach  generation  was  thafcall  people  could 
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know  the  Lord’s  might  and  the  people  of  God 
could  fear  him  forever  (w.  21-24).  God  performs 
his  work  before  all  the  people.  “Fearing  the 
Lord”  is  not  slavish  dread,  but  a  recognition  of 
his  glory  and  majesty  and  the  willingness  to 
trust  him. 

Have  you  been  reminded  of  what  God  has 
done  for  you?  Perhaps  you  recall  a  successful 
recovery  from  surgery,  a  miraculous  escape 
from  a  near  fatal  accident,  or  an  unexpected 
check  to  cover  an  emergency  expense?  Above 
all,  God  has  delivered  the  Christian  from  the 
powerful  dominion  of  sin  and  made  him  a  new 
creation  in  Christ. 

Every  Christian  should  be  telling  others  what 
God  has  done  in  his  life.  When  this  is  done  con¬ 
sistently,  others  will  give  reverence  to  God,  and 
many  will  commit  their  lives  to  him.  Never  stop 
telling  what  God  has  done  in  your  life.  If  you’ve 
never  started,  there  is  no  better  time  than  right 
now. 

Berry  is  pastor.  Temple,  Hattiesburg. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends.  <■ 


Jan.  16,  1989- 
Mar.  9,  1989 
MEMORIALS 

Mr.  Preston  Felto  Pearson 
Ann  Peeples  Caffey 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  James  E.  Nail 
Morris  Pee 
Mrs.  June  Brooks 
Dorothy  Perry 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Delane  Andrews 
k  Family 
Bill  Pennington 
Mary  M.  k  Charles  McPhail 
Mr.  BUbo  Pennington 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Carroll  B roister 
Jr. 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Tbm  Rice 
Mr.  J.  C.  Persons 
Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Elenor  Phillips 
Mrs.  Bonnie  Cook 
Joe  Phillips 
Mrs  Marie  Hall 
Mr.  Billy  F.  Wilson 
Arthur  Frank  Pickering 
Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  W.  P.  Pieri 
Mrs.  Mahlon  Stephenson 
Pitkin  ton 

Mary  M.  &  Charles  McPhail 
Mrs.  Josey  Pitman 
Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Cohn  Pittman 
Mrs.  Doris  G.  Boyer 
Mr.  E.  C.  Pittman 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  T.  E.  Free 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Lawrence 
Kenneth  k  Scott 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jimmy  C.  Noble 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  T.  Vickers 
Jr. 

Lacey  Pollard.  Jr. 

Mrs.  Albert  R.  Smith  ^ 
Mrs.  Lalie  Mae  Porter 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  M.  D.  Dunn 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  C.  E.  Farmer 
Ms.  Carole  Lea  Lucas 
Mrs.  Bell  Powell 
Mrs.  Marie  Ragsdale  k 
Barbara 

Mr.  Frank  Power 
Friends  at  Forest  Baptist 
Church 

Mr.  W.  A.  Power 
Mr.  *  Mis  Charles  R. 

Ellison 

Mrs.  Betty  Sue  Riddell  Presley 
Mr.  k  Mrs  Paul  E.  Case 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  William  D.  Mann 
Mr.  WUI  Price 
Mr.  k  Mrs  George  E.  Hart 
Jr. 

Mr.  *  Mis.  John  M.  Harpole  ' 
Dr.  A.  J.  Price  Jr. 

Mr.  Allen  B.  Puckett 
Ms.  Deborah  Truesdaie 
Mrs.  Geraldine  Ihte 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cooper 
Miss  Annie  Erie  McCafferty 
Mr.  k  Mrs  Dorsey  Ray 
Mr.  Frances  Puckett 
Mrs.  Winnie  Carlisle 
Mrs.  Rath  Back  Parser 
“Central  High  Clan  of  “IKS" 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Hannon  Alley 
Mrs.  T.  M.  Hederman  Jr. 

Ntta  k  Price  Tbler 
Mr.  Colon  McNease 
Mis  Dorothy  Caasity 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  F.  Cooper 
Jr. 

Mr  A  Mrs  Gray  Harrison, 

Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dnn  McCullen 
Dneben  Dmyrmple 


Mrs.  Myrtle  Quinn 
Ms.  Helen  L.  Curro 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  W.  D.  Austin 
Janeen  Rainer 
Sunday  School  A  Nursery 
Workers,  Highland  BC, 
Laurel 

Virginia  R  is  her  Rambo 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  Risher 
F.  &  Randolph 
Mrs.  Paul  Stowers 
Mrs.  Zenith  S.  Rathell 
Mrs.  Edith  Aldridge 
Mr.  L.  E.  Reeves 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Malcolm  E. 
Curran 

Mr.  Stanley  Clendinning 
Mrs.  Mary  Joyce  Reeves 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  Wayne  Smith 

Mr.  Jesse  N.  Reynolds 

Children  of  Dr.  A  Mrs.  Seab 
Reynolds 

The  Gillsburg  Friendship 
Club 

Mrs.  M.  T.  Rhodes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ward  G.  Stokes 
Vera  Rhodes 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  E.  Clark 
Mrs  Lily  Aid  Richardson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Elwood  Crain 
Rev.  E.  D.  Richardson 
Mrs.  Cecil  Boswell 
Mack  Riley 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cayce  Ellard 
Mrs.  Inez  Roberts 
Goss  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  L.  E.  Roberto 
Miss  India  Ware 
Alice  Shaw  Robertson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  H.  D.  Graham 

Mr.  J.  H.  Rochester 
Mr.  A  Mrs  William  A. 
Nichols 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gene  E.  Sides 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  G.  Yates 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  T.  Lowry 
Mrs.  Hattie  Rodgers 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ray  Cothran 
L.  M.  Rogers  Jr. 

Mrs.  Marie  G.  Wall 
Bethany  Sunday  School,  FBC 
Greenwood 
First  Baptist  Church, 
Greenwood 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Myrl  McCormick 
Mr.  George  Rogers 
Ms.  Patricia  Walston 
Mrs.  Rachel  Browning 
Mr.  EmmiU  Roper 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Arthur  Smith 
Earl  Rooe berry 
James  A  Mary  Thylor 
Mrs.  Frances  Ross 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larue  Hamilton 
Mrs.  R.  E.  (Yolanda)  Rappel 
Mrs.  Hazel  P.  Banister 
Mr.  W.  O.  Rutledge  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Russell  Butler 
Mr.  James  M.  Rutledge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Nat  Fentress 
Mrs.  Helen  Sallls 
R.  B.  Hill 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pirvy  Nix 

Georgina  goals 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Harvey  garage 
Country  Creak  Minfctry 
Mrs.  Marie  gchuize 
Ida  Brown 

Rev.  A  Mrs.  Ben  Carlisle 
Winnie  Caritole 
Tip  Moore 
Mrs.  No!  P.  Scott 
Mr.  Randolph  McKee 
Randolph  A  Arne  McKee 
Mr  A  Mrs  Robert  L.  Kemp 


Mr.  W.  C.  Sexton 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  L.  Adams 
Mrs.  Fannie  Seymore 
Mrs.  Esther  C.  Kemp 
Mr.  Joe  Sharp 
Dr.  Jerri  Laube  Morgan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lewyl  Cocker  ham 
Mrs.  Walter  H.  Sharp 
Mrs.  Edith  Aldridge 
Mr.  James  Holland  Shaw 
Peggy  A  Earl  Gillon 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  H.  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Werner  Woods 
Mrs.  Perry  Spra  berry 
Pearl  Shipp 

Theresia,  Lillian,  A  Clyde 
Lee 

Nina  Shirley 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Reynolds 
Claude  Shoe  make 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  TYavis  Johnson 
Geneva  Morgan 
Mr.  Everett  &  Sides 
Evelyn  Barbour 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  Dawson 
Johnnie  Owens 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  J.  Butler 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Keith  Reese 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  BUI  Myers 
Sissy  Wren 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Walter  Barbour 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Delane  Andrews 
A  FamUy 
Charles  Simmons 
Jimmy  Gartin,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Eleanor  W.  Simmons 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  F.  Gary 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lee  Roy  Kennedy 
Mrs.  Pearl  H.  Simmons 
Mrs.  Audrey  S.  Ellzey 
Mr  A  Mrs.  George  Chadwick 
R.  W.  Simmons 
Mary  M.  A  Charles  McPhail 
Florence  Simons 
Tri-County  Baptist  Church, 
Stewart 
Harry  J.  Sims 
Mrs.  Carole  Mattox 
Mr.  Oris  G.  Sisson 
Mrs.  Jacqueline  B.  Gaskin 
Mrs.  Vivla  H.  Smith 
Miss  Edna  Carver 
Mr.  Albert  Carver 
Mrs.  Thomas  J.  Smith 
Mrs.  Earlene  Skipper 
Ray,  Brenda,  A  Julie  Butler 
Charles  Donald  Slate 
Mrs  Peggy  Thylor 
Edgar  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  A.  Case 
Miss  Gail  Ann  Smith 
Mrs.  Bessie  G.  Thompson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harold  L.  Davis 
Mrs.  F.  L.  James 
Jeanette  D.  Herrin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  WUton  Spitchley 
Ms.  Ruby  A.  Sherman 
HUtoo  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  L.  K.  BeU 
Clarence  A  Jo  Ann  Reece 
James  F.  (Jack)  Smith 
Mrs.  Ina  Dearn  McLemore 
Gordi  Smith 
Mr.  Robert  E.  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carroll  B roister 
Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dm  Rice 
Mrs  S.  A  Mahaffey 
Mr.  Itode  H.  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Oliver  N.  King 


MAKING  SURE  THE  CHILDREN 
ARE  CARED  FOR 

MIDWAY  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  MERIDIAN  —  Lauderdale  Association,  Rev.  William  Webb, 
Pastor.  The  Midway  Baptist  Church  recently  sent  a  check  for  $3,500.00  for  Village  support. 
This  is  $500.00  more  than  last  year.  They  have  a  systematic  plan  of  a  $500.00  increase 
annually.  They  always  send  their  check  during  Christian  Home  Week. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  VERONA  —  Lee  Association,  Rev.  David  Hamilton/ Pastor. 
David  asked  Kermit  McGregor,  Director  of  Public  Relations,  to  preach  on  Friday  evening, 
Saturday  evening  and  Sunday  morning  of  Christian  Home  Week  and  promoted  The  Village 
resulting  in  an  offering  of  $1,278.00+. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  DURANT  —  Holmes  Association,  Rev.  Jerry  Bishop,  Pastor. 
According  to  Mrs.  Margaret  Burrell,  Church  Secretary,  FBC  Durant  “set  aside  an  amount 
in  our  budget  this  year”  for  The  Village  and  received  an  offering  on  MOTHER’S  DAY  with 
an  aggregate  of  $1,033.00 

ENTERPRISE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  ENTERPRISE  —  Clarke  Association,  Rev.  Danny 
Bullock,  Pastor.  Recently  Rev.  Jerry  Jackson,  Associate  in  Church/Public  Relations,  was 
asked  to  speak  on  a  Sunday  evening  and  Enterprise  congregation  gave  an  offering  for 
our  ministries  of  $330.00. 

POCAHONTAS  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  JACKSON  —  Hinds/Madison  Association,  Rev.  Dolton 
Haggan,  Pastor.  The  Pocahontas  Baptist  Church  gives  $60.00  a  month  for  The  Village  for 
Endowment,  $60.00  a  month  for  operational  ministries  and  received  a  $510.00  love  offer¬ 
ing  on  MOTHER’S  DAY. 

ROSELAND  PARK  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  PICAYUNE  —  Pearl  River  Association,  Dr.  James 
Spencer,  Pastor.  Pastor  Spencer  promoted  The  Village  during  Christian  Home  Week  with 
a  theme  of  "30  Pieces  of  Silver”  and  according  to  the  church  bulletin  the  total  has  now 
reached  $1,335.00. 

MADDEN  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  MADDEN  —  Leake  Association,  Dr.  Burn  Page,  Pastor.  The 
congregation  has  placed  The  Village  in  their  budget  on  a  percentage  basis  and  the  church 
is  now  one  of  the  leading  churches  in  financial  gifts  to  The  Village. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BYHALIA  —  Marshall  Association,  Rev.  Kenneth  McMillen, 
Pastor.  Executive  Director  Paul  N.  Nunnery  spoke  during  the  MOTHER’S  DAY  service,  an 
offering  was  received  to  add  to  consistent  gifts  from  this  long  time  supportive  congregation. 

SEBASTOPOL  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  SEBASTOPOL  —  Scott  Association,  Rev.  John  Sharp, 
Pastor.  The  Sebastopol  Baptist  Church  just  mailed  a  check  for  $648.90. 

BRADFORD  CHAPEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  GORE  SPRINGS  —  Grenada  Association,  Rev. 
Everette  Martin,  Pastor.  The  Bradford  Chapel  Baptist  Church  sent  a  check  for  $1,000.00. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  GULFPORT  —  Gulf  Coast  Association,  Dr.  Dean  Register, 
Pastor.  They  mailed  a  check  for  $2,235.00. 

CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  VICKSBURG  —  Warren  Association,  Rev.  Johnny  Collins,' 
Pastor.  This  church  sent  $725.00. 

We  thank  all  pastors  and  churches  for  their  gifts.  The  above  are  but  a  few  representa¬ 
tions  of  our  support. 

HAVE  YOU  MAILED  YOUR  CHECK? 

If  not,  send  today  to: 

The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
Paul  N.  Nunnery,  Executive  Director 
P.  O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  Mississippi  39060-0027 


Licensed  By 
State  of  Mississippi 


Mr*.  Vivla  H.  Smith 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  V.  T.  Anthony 
Mrs.  A.  S.  Crowell 
Mis*  Opel  Germany 
Ms.  Ellen  Moore 
Mrs.  Mildred  H.  Nichols 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  L.  Dalson 
Marjorie  Downing 
Caribel  Norwood  k  May 


Eatber  Sunday  School,  FBC 


Mr.  ft  Mr*  R.  E  Green 


Mr.  ft  Mrs  Jerry  Langford 


Dr.  E.  E.l 


Robert  Smith 
Mrs.  A.  O.  Chatham 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  J  Tuggle 
Sherri  Lynn  Smith 
Odie  ft  Patsy  Smith  Jr. 

Vivla  H.  Smith 
Mrs.  Irene  E.  Popp 
Mrs.  E adorn  A.  Smithson 
Mr.  Dale  Powers 
Mr.  Greg  SUaard 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Gene  A.  Bryant 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Gerald  Buchanan 
Cynthia 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  C  F  Wadsworth 
Me  ft  i^ggy  Corley 
Mr.  Gey  Msnlitd 


Mr.  James  Stark 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  G.  Wayne  Smith 
Dr.  Roland  Steven 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Brit  Sledge 
Pat  ft  Susan  McNease 
Ernest  W.  Stone  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Virgil  Sandifer 
William  Stone 
Mrs  Milton  Chance  Jr. 


Ms  Theresa  T.  Conerly 


Ms  Nancy  Odom 


Mrs  W  H.  Frederick 
hto.  Earl  Styrh* 

•  Jimmy  Gartin.  Jr. 


Accredited  By 
National  Association  of 
Homes  for  Children 


Mr.  Woodrow  Sultan 
Jimmy  ft  Kate  Ashley  ft  BJ 
Ms  Billie  Jo  Ashley 
Norma  Wilcutt 
Mr.  E.  E.  Sumrall 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  B.  L.  M or  land 
Mrs.  R.  M.  Sumrall 
Mrs.  Mary  Lee  Sumrall 
Mr*.  Ruth  Swaa 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Pat  Guest 
Mr.  Roy  Sylvester 
Mias  Janette  Nowell 
Mrs  Alfred  Nowell 
Mrs  Vera  Ihhh 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Dan  B. 
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Devotional 


Employee  of  Baptist  Book  Store 
shares  her  memories  of  Gulfshore 


Is  the  seed  yet 
in  the  barn? 


By  Catherine  McCraw 

In  thinking  back  to  the  beginning  of  to  the  children’s  building.  When  he  spent  their  honeymoon  ther^the  same 
Gulfshore,  so  many  things  have  came  back  by  the  store  he  stopped  week.  One  couple  comes  back  each 

happened!  and  grabbed  me  and  put  me  on  that  year  to  the  senior  adult  weeks. 

Mrs.  0.  M.  Jones,  the  manager  of  dolly  and  went  running  down  the  We  get  so  amused  at  what  the 
the  Baptist  Book  Store  when  street.  I  was  afraid  to  jump  off,  so  I  children  think  about  the  coast.  Some 

Gulfshore  opened  in  1960,  contacted  just  screamed  and  yelled  all  the  way  will  say,  “I  didn’t  know  it  rained  here, 

me  about  working  in  the  store.  We  set  up  to  the  administration  building.  I  sure  wanted  to  go  swimming  in  the 
up  the  store  in  a  barracks  building  by  My  heart  always  went  out  to  the  ocean.” 

the  railroad  track.  Every  time  the  children  and  youth  from  the  One  afternoon  when  the  weather 
train  went  by  it  shook  the  building  and  Children’s  Village.  They  usually  came  was  stormy  there  was  a  water  spout 
the  books  would  fall,  along  with  each  year  for  the  music  weeks.  They  out  in  the  bay.  One  of  the  staffers 
novelties,  on  the  floor.  The  first  two  were  so  appreciative  of  the  little  came  running  into  the  store,  scared  to 
summers  we  had  no  air-conditioning  things  you  did  for  them  or  gave  them,  death,  saying  “Did  you  see  that  out 
in  the  building,  so  the  heat  was  almost  Several  summers  ago,  a  lady  came  in  there?”  We  said,  “No,  what?”  He  said, 
unbearable!  the  store  and  asked  to  see  me.  She  “That  hurricane.”  We  assured  him 

The  store  was  a  branch  of  the  said,  “I  know  you  don’t  remember  me,  that  was  not  a  huricane,  only  a  water 
Jackson  store  so  Mrs.  Jones  would  I  was  at  the  Children’s  Village  and  us-  spout.  .  <  'V 

send  an  employee  from  the  store  there  ed  to  come  down  here.  I  just  had  to  let  Two  of  the  staffers  decided  one 
down  to  help  each  week.  Some  of  those  you  know  that  I  have  become  a  Chris-  night  after  they  got  off  from  working 
were  Omera  Lynn,  Ann  Burnside,  tian  and  you  had  a  great  influence  on  in  the  snack  bar  to  get  on  the  freight 
Kathleen  Wright.  Gordon  Sansing,  me  when  I  came  to  camp  here.”  You  train  that  had  stopped  on  the  side 
Copie  Myers,  and  Jean  Dawson.  After  never  know  the  effect  you  may  have  track  by  Gulfshore,  and  ride  over  to 
two  years  I  employed  local  part-time  on  some  one.  Bay  St.  Louis  and  walk  back.  They 

help.  Some  of  these  were  Gayle  On  August  17,  1969,  Hurricane  misjudged  the  direction  the  train  was 
Douglas,  Carmen  Garcia,  Elaine  Foy,  Camille  destroyed  the  Gulfshore  book  going,  so  instead  of  going  west,  they 
Peggy  Ladner,  Beverly  Shumake,  and  store  completely.  All  that  was  found  went  east.  They  thought,  “Well,  we 
Barbara  Mack.  from  the  store  was  a  hammer.  will  get  off  in  Long  Beach,”  but  it  did 

The  books,  supplies  and  gifts  were  After  rebuilding,  we  moved  into  a  not  stop  or  slow  down,  nor  did  it.slow 
shipped  by  West  Brothers  Transport,  new  store  next  to  the  cafeteria.  This  down  or  stop  in  Gulfport,  Biloxi,  or 
no  CPS  service  like  we  have  pow.  We  time  the  store  was  a  branch  of  the  Pascagoula  When  they  got  to  Mobile, 
were  constantly  packing  up  and  ship-  Baptist  Book  Store  out  of  New  they  knew  they  could  not  go  under  the 
ping,  and  unpacking  for  each  con-  Orleans,  La.  Those  working  the  first  tunnel  on  a  box  car,  so  they  had  to 
ference,  since  storage  space  was  very  year  were  myself,  Catherine  McCraw,  jump  off.  They  walked  to  a  Waffle 
limited.  After  the  summer  con-  Sandra  Gray,  and  Gail  Carr.  In  the  House  and  called  the' Gulfshore  house 
ferences  were  over,  everything  in  the  fall,  Mary  Blackstock,  came  to  work,  dad  to  come  for  them.  They  had  no 
store  was  packed  and  shipped  back  to  since  all  of  tis  who  worked  through  the  change  to  make  a  phone  call  and  the 
Jackson.  summer  taught  school.  The  store  has  Waffle  House  would  not  give  then  any. 

Where  the  store  was  located  operated  all  year,  when  people  are  at  One  of  them  had  his  sister’s  calling 
became  a  lake  when  it  rained,  so  that  conferences  there.  card  number  and  used  it  to  make  the 

meant  you  had  to  pull  off  your  shoes  So  many  hilarious  things  have  hap-  call.  You  can  imagine  the  teasing  they 
and  wade  nut  to  your  car  in  water  pen^tisincf  jenpqning  We  always  try  received  from  everyone  the  next  day. 


...  the  whole  glory  of  writing  lies 
in  the  fact  that  it  forces  us  out  of 
ourselves  and  into  the  lives  'others. 
-  Sherwood  Anderson*,;- 


A  silent 


The  water  is  dirty,  the  air  turns  black. 

What  God  created  may  never  come  back. 

Man's  taken  for  granted  what  God  has  made. 
Our  love  for  the  land  is  fading  away. 

We  tear  down  the  forest,  we  strip  the  land.  ' 
Saying  it’s  for  progress  again  and  again. 

Suffering  most  from  this  progress  and  wealth 
The  deer,  bear,  swan,  and  the  elk. 

A  silent  cry  echoes  their  fears. 

We  ignore  them,  covering  our  ears. 

We  hide  from  the  truth  and  fact: 

We  take  from  the  land,  never  giving  back. 

lb  save  the  land,  we  all  must  try. 

When  the  land  is  gone,  we  will  die. 

Let’s  clear  up  the  air,  the  rivers,  and  lakes. 

Do  itjOow  before  it’s  too  late. 

Reed  Walters  Age  19 
Bethlehem  Church  Laurel 


(Acts  3) 


Silver  and  gold  have  I  none. 

But  such  as  I  have,  I  give. 

In  the  name  of  Jesus,  the  Father’s  Son, 
Rise  up,  be  healed,  and  live. 


Faith  in  his  name  made  this  man  strong 
Yea,  faith  and  power  the  same; 

Perfect  soundness  now  is  his  song; 

The  man  now  healed  was  lame. 


Lame  for  life,  but  now  made  whole. 
This  man  stoou  up  and  walked 
Into  the  temple  with  joyful  soul 
Tb  give  praise  while  people  talked. 


Repent  ye,  therefore,  and  be  saved 
That  your  sins  will  be  blotted  out; 
God,  the  Father,  his  son  gave 
to  bless  you  without  a  doubt. 


Ye  men,  why  marvel  ye  at  this? 

Or  v  hy  look  ye  on  us 

As  if  it  were  our  own  holiness? 

God's  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  healed  thus 


So  turn  ye  away,  every  one  of  you, 
From  your  iniquities  to  the  Lord; 

A  refreshing  in  his  presence,  if  you  do. 
Will  come,  and  grace  he  will  afford. 


Sarah  Peugh 
Aberdeen 


